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King recovering from minor surgery; 
King Fahd, Qatari Emir telephone HM 

AMMAN (Agencies) _ His Majesty Ring HusS ein is .ecu 

peraiog m a London hospital after sn 

abscps^ Uk Krng's personal physician LtaLJStaeS 

■ S ” Urda i'- “n« was fullydrained 
and His Majtsyis recuperating in his hospital ddZw" 
Dr. Farraj told the Associated Press. Dr. Fairaj strand that 
Tits Majesty is in a perfect shape and he's feeling fine " 
King Hussein underwent surgery at the London Clftiic Fri- 
day night and will be discharged on Sunday Dr Fairai said 
Jordan Television reported that King Fahd of Saudi A^bfa 

to ^ ‘° “"Sran*'^ him on 

kh,i^ a? S? 0 P e f tl0 "- Q a “i Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa A1 Tharn also called the King to congratulate 
him on the success of the surgery. & 
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Israeli army blockades Ramallah 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli army 
clamped a blockade on the autonomous West Bank town of 
Ramallah on Saturday until further notice after the "kid- 
napping" of a resident of East Jerusalem by Palestinian 
security services. A military spokesman said Palestinian 
inhabitants **wIH not be able to leave the town or enter it 
until this resident is freed." Palestinian sources said the man 
in question was Abdul Salim Hirbawi, in his fifties, who 
runs a leather workshop in East Jerusalem. Mr. Hirbawi is 
in conflict with Jerusalem's Coptic Church over a building 
which the church wants to restore, they added. His family 
said the Coptic authorities appealed for help to Egypt which 
in turn asked the Palestinian Authority to intervene. Mr. Hir- 
bawi was arrested by Palestinian internal security agents 
ted by Colonel Jibril Radjub at bis house on Friday in a sub- 
urb of Jerusalem, they said. 
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Regent offers condo- 
lences to Assad 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H assail, the 
Regent, Saturday sent a 
cable of condolences to 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad over the death of 
his elder brother Ismail, 
who passed away on 
Thursday in the coastal 
town of Qardaha, birth- 
place of Syrian leader, 
about 320 kilometres 
north of Damascus. 
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AMMAN (J.T.)— Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti returned home 
from London Saturday 
and presided over a Cabi- 
net meeting that discussed 
bread subsidies and the 
results of Mr. Kabariti's 
visit to Israel last week. 
£ Minister of Information 
•- Marwan Muasher said 
after the meeting that U.S. 
special envoy for the Mid- 
dle East peace process 
will arrive in the King- 
dom Thursday. He said 
French Foreign Ministter- 
Herve de Charette will 
visit the Kingdom 
Wednesday. Dr. Muasher 
said that Jordan and 
Britain were negotiating a 
-j. i rescheduling of the King- 
dom’s debts to Britain. Mr 
Kabariti left Amman for 
London Friday where he 
joined His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

U.N. arms experts 
inspect Iraqi sites 

BAGHDAD (R) — Unit- 
ed Nations arms experts 
on Saturday started 
inspecting sites in Iraq 
after being blocked from a 
.'site earlier in the week 
and part of the team was 
supposed to investigate 
how Iraq concealed infor- 
mation from investigators, 
a U.N. source said. The 
U.N. source refused to 
comment on which sites 
the mission was inspect- 
ing and would not say 
how the other pan of the 
team was looking into 
concealment methods. 
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Turkish police 
break up protest 
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ANKARA (R) — Police 
broke up a demonstration 

:•* 

supporting hunger strikers 

- • 

in Turkish prisons on Sat- 


urday, hitting protesters 

- *- = • = 

with batons and arresting 

i X -u . 

more than 130, the state- 

teju t 

run Anatolian news 

L • 

agency said. The agency 

st * * * r • 

said police surrounded a 

^c. t. 

group of protesters who 

4 

had gathered in the centre 
of the capital around mid- 

k ‘ I 

%day and called for them to 

1 f" w 

disperse. After they 

4 

refused to leave, police 


officers struck protesters 

. =■ ' 

with batons and bundled 

• 

them into police vans, the 


aft agency said. It said some 


• f.~-' ' 134 people were detained 

tt ■■■*•■ 

_ ' and 20 people injured as a 

Jr i' ■* ' 

L/'" 41 result of the incident. 

j T k ! t- " ?•' - ' Ankara police were not 

... . “ 

immediately available for 


comment. A group of 

HI 

around 300 left-wing mil- 
itant inmates in Turkish 

*tm! 

jails have been on hunger 

* 1 K 

strike for two months to 
demand better prison con- 


ditions. According to 

lift* ' . 

human rights activists 


some of them are close to 


death. Around 1,500 Kur- 
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dish rebel and leftist 
inmates began the strike 
in May but the Kurds 
ended their protest after 
new Justice Minister 
Sevket Kazan promised to 
improve jail conditions 
earlier this month. 


Mubarak briefs Arafat on Netanyahu’s positions 

PNA president wants Israel 
to resume final status talks 


CAIRO ( AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
briefed Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat on Satur- 
day on his talks last week 
with Israel’s right-wing 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

The two leaders met pri- 
vately in Mr. Mubarak’s 
residence Saturday morn- 
ing in the Mediterranean 
coastal town of Burg A1 
Arab, presidential sources 
said. 

Mr. Mubarak “filled Presi- 
dent Arafat in on his talks 
with Netanyahu and they 
discussed the coming steps 
in implementing Israel’s 
latest co mmi tments in the 
peace process,” 

Mohammed Sobeih', the 
Palestinians' representative 
to the Arab League, told 
AFP. 

“We must wait and see 
how the implementation 
will take place," Mr. Arafat 
said after the meeting. 

“We are looking forward 
to the meeting between 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy” 
expected on Tuesday, said 
Mr. Mubarak’s top policy 
advisor Ossama A1 Baz, 
who attended the talks, 
quoted by MENA 

Dr. Baz said he hoped the 
meeting would produce 
“movement in the direction 
of implementing of what 
has been agreed on between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
and the beginning of final 


status talks." 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to co mmi t to a 
scheduled Israel redeploy- 
ment from the West Bank 
town of Hebron, from 
which Israeli troops were 
due to partially leave in 
march under accords 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
officials held one round of 
final status negotiations in 
May before Mr. Netanyahu 
defeated peace architect 
Shimon Peres, but no date 
has been set for restarting 
them. 

Mr. Mubarak said Friday 
he was convinced that the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks 
would resume soon after 
meeting for the first time 
with Mr. Netanyahu in 
Cairo on Thursday. 

He said he would “inform 
the Palestinians and explain 
to them" the results of the 
meeting “because they are 
very alarmed” by the hard- 
line positions taken by Mr. 
.Netanyahu since he defeat- 
ed in May elections in 
Israel. 

After talks with Mr. 
Mubarak, Mr. Netanyahu 
announced the upcoming 
Arafat-Levy meeting and 
promised to ease the five- 
month crippling closure of 
the territories. 

The Arafat-Levy meeting 
is due to be held on Tues- 
day, according to Israeli 
television. 


A PLO official said Satur- 
day that Mr. Arafat will use 
his first high-level contact 
with Israel’s new hardline 
government to press next 
week for a resumption of 
peace talks. 

At his planned meeting 
with Mr. Levy, Mr/ Arafat 
would also insist that the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and Israel 
be equal partners in the 
talks, said PLO negotiator 
Hass an Asfour. 

“Israel must immediately 
resume final status talks 
and Israeli officials have to 
stop using phrases which 
violate the language of 
peace such as referring to 
the West Bank as Judea and 
Samaria," said Mr. Asfour. 

Mr. Arafat said the time 
and venue of his meeting 
with Mr. Levy bad not yet 
been determined. 

Mr. Asfour said Mr. 
Arafat would ask Israel to 
“respect and implement 
agreements signed between 
the two sides on the issue of 
Jerusalem" 

He said Mr. Arafat would 
also call on Israel to stop 
expanding Jewish settle- 
ments. 

"All these issues will -be 
discussed in the meeting. 
Palestinians will also tell 
Levy they are fully pre- 
pared for reciprocal imple- 
mentation of die PLO- 
Israel agreements," Mr. 
Asfour said. 

TheSpeaker of the Pales- 


tinian Legislative Council, 
Ahmad Qourea, said if Mr. 
Netanyahu did not continue 
implementation of the 
interim accord, stop Jewish 
settlement on Palestinian 
land and resume final status 
talks including on 
Jerusalem, “the peace 
process would be killed." 

In Damascus the official 
press Saturday condemned 
Mr. Netanyahu’s statements 
about peace with the Arabs 
during his first official visit 
to Egypt, saying they were 
manoeuvres to escape com- 
mitments. 

Mr. Netanyahu once 
again... reiterated sentences 
which are not understand- 
able and were void of any 
meaning when he called in 
Cairo for a peace that is 
based on his own interpre- 
tation of the lahd-for-peace 
principle." the official daily 
A 1 Thawra said. 

"His few referenes to the 
Madrid conference and 
land-for-peace... were 
manoeuvres to market his 
claims and pretexts for 
what he calls ‘security 
before peace,”’ another 
official daily, Hshreen said. 

“Everybody should read 
very well what Netanyahu 
said in Cairo as President 
Mubarak was unable to 
draw from him even one 
word to show his (Mr. 
Netanyahu’s) retraction 
from his crazy (peace) the- 
ories,.” A1 Thawra said. 



CHEERLEADERS FLY THROUGH THE AIR DURING 
OPENING CEREMONIES:- Cheerleaders fly through the air 
during the Opening Ceremony for the XXVI Olympiad Friday. 
As many as 500 cheerleaders., 300 marching band members and 
more than 300 dancers took part in the ‘Atlanta’s Welcome to 
the World’ portion of the festivities (Reuter photo, see sports 
pages inside) 


Bahrain, Kuwait 
hold security talks 


KUWAIT (R) — Bahrain’s 
prime minis ter met the emir 
and crown prince of Kuwait 
on Saturday on a visit 
diplomats said focused on 
regional security and help 
for Bahrain's economy, hit 
by more than a year of anti- 
government unrest. 

“I take this opportunity to 
renew the thanks of 
Bahrain’s leaders and peo- 
ple for Kuwait’s support for 
Bahrain’s security,” the 
prime minister. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Salman A 
Khalif a, was quoted as say- 
ing by state-owned Kuwait 
News Agency. 

Sheikh Kahlifa met the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A 
Ahmad A Sabah, and 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Mini ster Sheikh Saad A- 
Abdullah A Sabah to dis- 


cuss what the agency 
described as issues of 
mutual interest and bilater- 
al cooperation and coordi- 
nation. 

Sheikh Khalifa was 
accompanied by Bahraini 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed Ben Mubarak 
A Khalifa and Finance and 
National Economy Minis- 
ter Ibrahim Abdul Karim, 
the agency said. 

Sheikh Khalifa said the 
visit was a continuation of 
talks, on regional security 
and stability held during a 
visit by Sheikh Saad to 
Bahrain earlier this month. 

Development funds in 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Abu Dhabi in the United 
Arab Emirates have extend- 

(Contfnued on page 3) 


Greece condemns Erbakan 
visit to northern Cyprus 


ATHENS (Agencies) — 
Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis condemned 
on Saturday a visit by his 
Turkish counterpart 

Necmettm Erbakan to 
northern Cyprus on the 
22nd anniversary of a 
Turkish invasion of the 
divided island. 

“Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan's visit 
to the occupied territories 
of Cyprus, on the day of 
the black anniversary, reaf- 
firms Turkey’s undimin- 
ished intransigence and 
provocativeness.” Mr. 
Simitis said in a statement 
He said repeated 
international condemna- 
tion and numerous United 
Nations resolutions have 
failed to remove Turkish 
troops from the northern 


37 per cent of the island or 
help refugees return to 
their homes. 

"The continuation of this 
situation is unacceptable," 
Mr. Simitis said. “The time 
has come for the 
international and European 
communities to undertake 
their responsibilities and 
obligations." 

Mr. Erbakan assured the 
self-declared Turkish 
Cypriot state of Ankara’s 
continued support amid 
signs of progress towards 
solving the problems of the 
divided island. 

“I came to show you that 
the motherland Turkey is 
always by your side,” Mr. 
Erbakan told cheering 
crowds in Nicosia at a cer- 
emony marking the 
anniversary of the 1974 


Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus. 

Soldiers assembled for a 
military parade and people 
waved Turkish and Turkish 
Cypriot flags, chanting 
“fighter Erbakan” during 
his speech. Mr. Erbakan 
was deputy prime minister 
under Premier Bulent Ece- 
vit during the invasion 22 
years ago. 

Mr. Erbakan's visit to the 
Turkish-con trolled north- 
ern pan of the island was 
also criticised by Cypriot 
President GJafcos derides. 

“This visit is a provoca- 
tion to Cyprus’s hellenism, 
because it emphasises that 
Turkey has not repented 
for the crime of the inva- 
sion which it committed," 
Mr. Clerides told reporters. 


5 arrested for alleged 
drug smuggling 


AMMAN ( AP) — Author- 
ities have arrested five peo- 
ple allegedly involved in 
three drug smuggling oper- 
ations over the .last 10 days 
amid heightened trafficking 
activity in the region, a 
police official said Satur- 
day. 

The seizures, the second 
series of busts announced 
in 10 days, underlined what 
officials describe as the 
most intense trafficking 
activity in the Middle East 
in two decades. 

Last year, Jordanian 
police said they seized a 
record amount of more than 
three tonnes of smuggled 
narcotics. 

Colonel Nazih Sharaiy- 
deh, director of the Anti- 
Narcotics and Forgery 
Department, said in the 
July 10-20 period police 


seized 159 kilogrammes of 
hashish on the northern 
border. 

More than 30,000 " drug 
tablets, 17 kgs of hashish 
and 1 kg of hash oil were 
seized in the same period in 
two other operations in the 
northeast, he reported. 

Col. Sharaiydeh said the 
smugglers included Jorda- 
nians and Arabs, but 
declined to provide infor- 
mation on their identity. 

He said the narcotics 
were bound for neighbour- 
ing Arab countries, but 
declined to elaborate. 

Jordan is used as a transit 
point for narcotics smug- 
gled from Syria, Lebanon, 
Turkey and Egypt 
Athough the bulk is des- 
tined for the neighbouring 
Gulf, some is used locally. 


Investigators looking for tiny hints 
to solve mystery in TWA probe 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — To solve the mys- 
tery of what ripped TWA 
Flight 800 from the sky, 
investigators will look for 
how metal debris is tom, 
pined or burned and traces 
of chemical residue that 
survived an oceanic bath. 

In Atlanta, where the Oly- 
mpic Games began in 
earnest on Saturday, Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said in his 
weekly Saturday radio ad- 
dress that be and his wife 
Hillary Clinton “join all our 
nation in sending (the vic- 
tims') their families and 
friends our deepest condo- 
lences and prayers.’ 

*‘We are doing all we can to 


find the cause of this disas- 
ter, and we will find what 
caused it," he said. 

Few of the some 100 bodies 
retrieved from the ocean 
have been positively identi- 
fied, hinting at a long and 
agonising wait for die fami- 
lies and friends of the 230 
people aboard the Boeing 
Jumbo jet when it took off 
for Paris on Wednesday. 

“There’s a big difference 
between explosive damage 
and other kinds of dam- 
age,” said Christopher Ro- 
nay, a former head of the 
Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) explosives la- 
boratory. 

“It's a different kind of 


burning, it’s a different kind 
of tearing and ripping,” he 
said, describing bums and 
twists in the metal of the 
airliner. “(Bomb blasts) are 
ext-remely unique. There’s 
not-hing in the world that 
can do those kind of things 
except explosives 

Rough seas hampered sal- 
vage efforts on Friday and 
Saiurday, preventing divers 
from retrieving debris loc- 
ated underwater. The cock- 
pit voice recorder and flight 
data recorder — the so- 
called black boxes — bad 
not been retrieved as of 
early Saturday. 

This did not immediately 
concern Chuck Leonard, a 


former investigator for the 
National Transportation Sa- 
fety Board (NTSB). 

‘The black boxes may not 
give an awful lot,” he said. 
Pilots did not radio any dis- 
tress signals before the jet- 
liner suddenly disappeared 
from the radar screen, offi- 
cials have said. 

A U.S. Navy-cbartered 
boat equipped with high- 
tech systems was searching 
the crash site area, but there 
was “no news of results,” 
said navy spokesman Lieu- 
tenant Commander Gordon 
Hume. 

Aboard the pirouette, sig- 
htscanning sonar was 

(Continued on page 3) 



U.S. Coast Guardsmen (left ) Friday help transfer equiument on to a boat of 
New York State Police divers in rough seas off Moriches New York. The divers 
efforts to retrieve the flight data recorders were thwarted by storms which 
resulted in heavy seas (Reuters photo) 
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U.S. team in Saudi blast 
probe meets eyewitnesses 


DUBAI (R) — A U.S. task 
force has interviewed hun- 
dreds of American soldiers 
who were at the site of last 
month's truck bombing that 
killed 19 airmen in Saudi 
Arabia, a U.S. military official 
said on Saturday. 

Task force spokesman 
Colonel Richard Badges, 
speaking on the second day of 
a visit to Dhahran, said the 
team was “on track” and inter- 
views “were going very welL” 

“We have interviewed sev- 
eral hundred U.S. military per- 
sonnel involved in the blast, 
from the four-star general 
down to the lowest airmen,” 
he told Reuters by telephone 
from Dhahran in eastern Saudi 
Arabia. 

“We have also talked with 
U.S. investigators,” he added. 

He said the team, headed by 


Mubarak 
attackers 
admit to 
support 
from Sudan 


CAIRO (AFP) — Three 
Muslim militants accused of 
attempting to assassinate 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak admitted in an 
interview Saturday that they 
had received support from 
Sudan. 

The Arab daily A1 Hayat 
interviewed the Egyptians, 
Abdul Karim A1 Nadi Abdul 
Radi, Safwat Hassan Abdul 
Ghani and Siddiq Hafez 
Mohammad in Ethiopia, 
where they are on trial for 
the June 1995 attack on Mr 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa. 

Asked if the attempt on 
Mr. Mubarak had received 
suppoprt from Sudan, Mr. 
Adbel Radi said “the 
Sudanese government is our 
sole comfort this govern- 
ment raises die banner of 
righteousness to raise up 
Islam and the Muslims.” 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said he 
had “lived several years in 
Sudan with a number of our 
brothers in the Gamaa 
Islamiya in a farm given 
over to us” before “being 
asked to go to Addis 
Ababa.” The Gamaa 
Islamiya, which claimed to 
failed attack on Mr. 
Mubarak, has led an armed 
campaign against the 
Egyptian government which 
has left L.029 dead since 
1992. Mr. Abdul Ghani said 
the weapons used in the 
attack “entered Ethiopia in a 
diplomatic pouch to avoid 
searches by customs," with- 
out specifying which coun- 
try's diplomatic pouch was 
used. 
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retired UB. Army General 
Wayne Downing, had talked 
mostly to soldiers who were in 
the Khobar Towers military 
housing complex at the time of 
the June 25 blast. 

The task force would visit 
other sites in the kingdom 
where U.S. military personnel 
are located to assess “the 
entire security situation,” CoL 
Bridges added. 

The U.S. said on Wednesday 
it would develop a sweeping 
plan to protect U.S. troops 
worldwide against terrorists 
using chemical and biological 
weapons as well as massive 
bombs. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry gave Gen. 
Downing, a former chief of 
UJS. Special Operations, 
responsibility to assess the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 


Khobar bombing and other 
protection measures in the 
Gulf and Middle East 

The truck bomb carrying 
3.000 pounds (1350 kilo- 
grammes) of explosives tore 
the face off building 131 at the 
Khobar complex where U.S. 
airmen were based as part of a 
mission to enforce a Western- 
imposed no-fly zone in south- 
ern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf 
war that ejected Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait 

No arrests have been 
announced in connection with 
the blast 

Gen. Downing's report is to 
be completed by Aug. IS and 
will be used to assess security 
for U.S. troops in the region. 

Asked if the team had made 
any requests to interview 
Saudi eyewitnesses, CoL 
Bridges said: “I don’t know of 


any requests to interview 
Saudi eyewitnesses. That's not 
to say we won’t do that, but 
we don’t think it’s necessary at 
tins time” 

CoL Bridges said the task 
force’s work was separate 
from the FBI and Saudi crimi- 
nal investigation into the blast, 
which wounded several hun- 
dred. But he said the team was 
cooperating with the FBL 

Concern in the United Stares 
over the safety of its troops 
abroad was heightened after 
the Khobar Towers bomb, less 
than a year after a car bomb 
exploded at a U.S.-mn Saudi 
national guard training centre 
in Riyadh in November 1995. 

Four Saudis were beheaded 
for the earlier attack, in which 
five Americans and two 

Indians died. 


4 • 

l . 

- -mi 

m : f 

n V . 

pv • 

, *' r ' •’• i.-'m *. 

i : V v vV. • i 

* * > **. : 

i' ; r *-~ 

* > 




Sudan admits to food shortage 
in ‘some parts’ of south 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan admitted there was a 
food shortage “in some 
parts” of the south of the 
country, criticising donors 
for not providing enough 
aid, the official daily A1 
Engaz A1 Watani reported 
on Saturday. 

State Minister for Social 
Planning Majzub A1 
Khalifa, quoted by the 
paper, called reports of food 
shortage by the U.N. World 
Food Programme “contra- 
dictory to reality” and “a lie 
coming from a hostile polit- 
ical campaign.” But he 
added that the system of 
taking food supplies to the 
south by plane “was the 


main reason for a sort of 
food shortage in some parts 
of the south.” 

Mr. Khalifa said the gov- 
ernment had contacted the 
U.N. to “explain the situa- 
tion about the reports”, 
adding that Khartoum was 
“committed to offering 
relief to needy people and 
rebels even in areas not 
under government control.” 
“Planes are constantly fly- 
ing food supplies from 
Lukuchokia in Kenya, 
Khartoum and Al Obeid 
(west Sudan; to 'affected 
people in the south” under 
the U.N.’s operation life- 
line-Sudan, he said But he 
said flying food was 


“expensive and inefficient” 
consuming up to 50 per cent 
of relief budgets. Aid pro- 
vided by donors has been 
“meager compared to the 
actual need,” Mr. Khalifa 
said, adding that only 11 
mil li nn of a pledged $107 
milli on has been given by 
donors, most of which goes 
in to air expenses. Mr. 
Khalifa praised the U.N. for 
choosing the town of 
Malakal, 700 kilometres 
south of Khartoum as a dis- 
tribution point for food to 
the south, saying it was 
“accessible to river traffic 
and close to the needy 
areas” 


KING ABDULLAH REMEMBERED: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent accompanied by 
His Royal Highness Prince Rashed Ben A1 Hassan, visits the tomb of the Late King Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein on 
the anniversary of his martyrdom and recited verses of the Holy Koran and laid the wreath on the tomb. Other 
Royal famil y members, acting Prime Minister Abdullah Gnsour, Cabinet ministers, members of the Senate and 
deputies also visited the tomb and recited verses of the holy Koran (Petra photo) 

Palestinian cabinet urges fight against 
Jewish settlements in West Bank, Gaza 


NABLUS, West Bank 
(AFP) — The cabinet of 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat called on 
Palestinians Saturday to 
fight against foe confisca- 
tion of land by Jewish set- 
tlers. 

“The fight against settle- 
ments and the confiscation 
of land is a national duty ” 
the cabinet said in a decla- 
ration issued by the official 
Palestinian news agency 
WAM. 

The cabinet, which met 
Friday the northern West 
Bank town of Nablus on 


Friday, threw its “support 
behind the residents in the 
villages of Qaiyut and 
Turmus Ayya, between 
Ramallah and Nablus, who 
stood firm against the 
aggression by the settlers." 

The Israeli army fired in 
the air on Friday to break 
up a rally of 150 
Palestinians protesting 
work to enlarge a Jewish 
settlement on the West 
Bank. 

The demonstration called 
by Ramallah’s Islamic 
Committee Against 

Settlement took place near 


Shillo to protest the seizure 
of land ro increase the size 
of the settlement. 

Settlers threw stones at 
the protesters and attacked 
some of them with clubs. 
They* also smashed the 
windscreens of cars 
belonging to Palestinian 
journalists. 

Three Palestinians were 
hurt in the clashes, includ- 
ing a cameraman with the 
television channel WTN 
who was hit on the head 
and back by settlers and 
taken to hospital by ambu- 
lance. 


The Israeli military 
imposed a curfew on the 
village of Turmus Aiya 
after the demonstration. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
called for the immediate 
lifting of the curfew. 

It also called on Israel to 
“quickly” withdraw its 
troops from the volatile 
West Bank town of 
Hebron, conforming to its 
commitments under the 
Palestinian autonomy 
accords. 

Israel was to pull out 
most of its troops in March 
under the agreement 


Palestinians are losing ground to Israel in hoped-for capital 


By Said Ghazali 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The lights go out early in Arab 
East Jerusalem. After sundown, 
storekeepers along Salahedin 
Street pull down their shutters 
and the few restaurants close for 
lack of customers. 

Just 15 miles (24 kilometres) 
from East Jerusalem's main shop- 
ping avenue, traffic jams the 
commercial district in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah, where 
dozens of stores, boutiques and 
discos have opened in recent 
months. 

The shift in action is only one 
of many signs' that the 
Palestinians are losing ground in 
East Jerusalem, which they hope 
to tum into the capital of their 
own state. 

The new right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment recently revoked the res- 
idency permits of hundreds of 
Palestinians in the city and is 
preparing to start building anoth- 
er big Jewish neighbourhood in 


East Jerusalem. 

At the same time, Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has quiedy shut 
several offices in Jerusalem, opt- 
ing to avoid a showdown it feels 
it would only lose. 

And plans to build Palestinian 
neighbourhoods in East 
Jerusalem with $30 million from 
Saudi Arabia have been thwarted 
by Israel’s refusal to grant con- 
struction permits. So foe Saudis 
have kept their aid, and East 
Jerusalem’s worsening housing 
shortage has forced thousands of 
Palestinians to move to the sub- 
urbs in the West Bank autonomy 
zone. 

PNA officials acknowledge that 
many of Jerusalem’s Arab resi- 
dents no longer look to Mr. 
Arafat for help and instead try to 
move under Israel's widening 
umbrella of services in a de facto 
recognition of Israeli sovereignty. 

“We are losing our credibility 
in the eyes of the people in 
Jerusalem because they see us as 
being unable to do anything for 


them,” said Anis A1 Qaq, deputy 
director of the Palestinian plan- 
ning ministry. “People cannot 
live on national dreams. They 
need food, health care and educa- 
tion." 

Israel annexed East Jerusalem 
into its capital after capturing it in 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. Today, 
the city has 405,000 Jewish and 
160,000 Palestinian residents. 

A key symbol of Palestinian 
aspirations in East Jerusalem is 
the PLO headquarters — Orient 
House — where Palestinian offi- 
cials have received foreign lead- 
ers and diplomats, much to the 
chagrin of the Israelis who feel 
that such meetings undermine 
their sovereignty. 

Israel has threatened to shut 
down the Orient House and other 
Palestinian offices in East 

Jerusalem, arguing that the 
autonomy agreement restricts ail 
Palestinian authority activity to 
the self-rule areas in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

But beyond symbolic meetings 
with foreign visitors, there seems 


to be little activity at the Orient 
House. 

During a reporter’s visit, two 
clerks sat at wooden desks in a 
small office. Writing in longhand 
for lack of computers, they took 
down complaints from 
Palestinians seeking help dealing 
with Israel's bureaucracy. 

“Do you really think they can 
help us?" Mohammad Basti, one 
of four men waiting in line, asked 
a neighbour, doubt in his voice. 
Mr. Basti was desperate after 
Israel’s interior ministry refused 
residency permits for three of his 
children bom abroad. 

It appeared unlikely the 
Palestinian authority would be 
able to help. It has been avoiding 
confrontation with Israel’s new 
government over Jerusalem. 

Without fanfare, Mr. Arafat’s 
government recently shut down 
its statistics bureau in Jerusalem. 

Legislator Han an Ashrawi, who 
represents Jerusalem, moved her 
office to Ramallah after she was 
appointed the Palestinian author- 
ity’s minister of higher education. 


Last month, a reception for 
non-govemmental organisations 
was moved from the Orient 
House to a nearby hotel after an 
Israeli warning. 

Faisal Husseini, Mr. Arafat’s 
senior official in charge of 
Jerusalem affairs, puts some of 
the blame for the Palestinians' 
eroding position on indifference 
in the Arab World. 

He said his fund-raising trips 
yield only promises. “I knocked 
on the door of every Arab capi- 
tal,” Mr. Husseini said at a 
Palestinian rally last week. “We 
have no money in our pockets.” 

Donations by Arab states that 
used to flow directly to East 
Jerusalem hospitals and schools 
are now channelled to Mr. 
Arafat's government, which, 
under the peace agreement, can 
spend the money only in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Six cultural institutions In East 
Jerusalem, including two arts 
centres and a television produc- 
tion office, have closed for lack 
of aid money. The Hakawati 


Theatre, a hub for Palestinian 
intellectuals, had to cut its staff 
from 23 to seven, and Director 
Jamal Ghosbeh says it too may 
shut down. 

East Jerusalem's business has 
been devastated by Israel’s five- 
month blockade of the West Bank 
and Gaza, which has cut off the ■. 
city from its hinterland. 

The more than 4,000 merchants 
in that part of Jerusalem have 
reported sales dropoffs of 50 per 
cent to 90 per cent. Many busi- 
ness people have opened shops in 
Ramallah or on Jerusalem's 
periphery. 

"Jerusalem is no longer a com- 
mercial centre for the West 
Bank," said Hijazi Reshek, wait- 
ing for customers in his clothing 
store on Salahedin Street. 

Mr. Reshek tries to maintain his 
optimism: "God willing, 

Jerusalem's Arab and Islamic 
identity will be restored. If not in 
our generation, then in the next 
one.” 
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IH 2°*-30 Aqaba (KWj 


St Ephraim Orurdi TfeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
above average by 3-5 degrees 
centigrade and winds northwest- 
erly moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be notherly moderate 
to active and seas calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman. — ....24/36 

Aqaba. 28/41 

Deserts -22/40 

Jordan Valley. 28/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 36, Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent, 
Aqaba 36 percent 


TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalid A1 ThsJuq 757253 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim. 830432 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy -623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

JGRB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu .28 1484 

A1 Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wahd A1 Akhras 995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


USEFUL 


Food Control Centre.. 637111 

(MDefoxe Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Gvil Defence 

Emergency.-...-199 

Rescue ftsfioe 192,621111,637777 

fire Brigade. — 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police- — 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Sewage Compbais -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television — .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. BrctridtyAufeority —.815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Aha IntL Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Came —813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileb Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital —.669131 

University Hospital 

84584 5 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali — 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775 1 1 1/26 

Aimy, Maria 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 
Amal Hospital — -.—..-674155 


The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:15 .Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Q9&0 Jeddah (RJ) 


09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

l(h05 Riyadh (RJ) 

10:10 .Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

l(h20 Beirut (RJ) 

1050 -Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:05...... -New York CRT) 

1 6 rSS—Amsterdam, Brussels (RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:25 Gik3gaArreEnfam(RJ) 

18:50 .London (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

19:25 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

lSh45 Jrankfim (RJ) 

20:25 Rome (RJ) 

20:30 .Tunis 

(RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

01:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

Other FBgbts 

06-30 — ...Tel Aviv (LY) 

12J0 Doha (Q7) 

13:40 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Moscow (SU) 

16 JO - Dubai (EK) 

20:35 -....Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:15 -—.-London, Beirut (.BA) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

01:20 -.Amsterdam, Beinic (XL) 
02*30 Belgrade (GU) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:5© Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&10 Madrid (RJ) 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

09 JO Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:00 Tunis 

(RJ) 

12:00 — - Vienna (RJ) 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

Lhl5 — Rome (RJ) 

12 JO AmsastibmNew\i*k(RJ) 

13:20 „ Athens (RJ) 

L3:25 London (RJ) 

-1:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:20 -Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 Damascus (RJ) 

22:20 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22:45 .Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:50 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 - Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:40 London (KJ) 

07:25 — -Tel Aviv (LY) 

London 

(BA) 

12:00 Sanaa (IY) 

M ’-30 — Doha (GF) 

16:05 Moscow (SU) 

21:25 - .......Cairo (MS) 

02^30 —.Amsterdam (KL) 

03G0 Belgrade (GU) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 -Beinit, London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Amman (arriving at Marka 
Airport from QAIAj (RW) 


Efep-Ammsi — &00 am eway Mender | 

An: Damascus 5:0) pm evoy Monday j 

Dey. Damascus —730 am. evav Suxfy j 
An: Amman 5:00 pun. e\oy Sunday | 


Uppen/lmver price in fits per kg. , 

Apricot —850/500 j 

Apple 700/500 j 

Banana. .600/600 i 

Banana (mukhamrmr) -520/520 I 

Banana (imported) —800/600 i 

Cabbage -..290/188 

Carrot 130/80 

Cauliflower. —230/140 ■ 

Cucumber (large) 130/80 

Cucumber (small) ——220/138 

Eggplant 190/140 

Garlic — 

Lemon - 630/400 j 

Marrow (large) 250/150 j 


Mulukhiah 

120/80 

Onion (dry) 

.130/80 

Okra 

700/500 

Orange - 

400/300 

Plumb 

.. 350050 

Pea. 

-500/300 

Peach 

-..670/400 

Pepper (hot) 

-300/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

.300/200! 
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2?" omen. 

princess Rah 
participation 

gv 3 Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

unman <J.T.) - HRH 
we*' Rahma Bint A I 
, Saturday 
stressed the first Euro 
Mediterranean Regional 
Conference of inc 

ImemJDonjl Award, he Id 
jn< rear in Malta, saying 
jut' 'female participation 
o Jordan's own Crown 
pnnee Award has been a 
■onodenible achievement 
o the Arab Muslim 
World 

In a speech she deliv- 
ered on behalf of HRH 
Ociwn Prince Hassan and 
eomkd ’ Youth Affairs 
jndihe Role of the Crown 
Pnnee Award in Jordan.” 
fences' Rahma briefed 
tbe audience on the status 
of voung people in Jor- 
dan. and then moved to 
explaining how the 
Crown Pnnee Award has 
effected the lives of the 
tfotestanu and winners. 

She said that, “Since the 
tmuation of the award 
dieme in 19S4 with 45 
s&ticipants. the award 
bs grown quite consider- 
4I> The participation 
isween 1095/1996 is 
I T77. with a total of just 
■fflder 10.000 young peo- 
flf gaining awards al dif- 
P 0 * levels over the past 
Kw rears." 

She added that Jordan 
JJ 5 panicularly proud Of 
active female partici- 
Pjhon in the award, 
™ is almost 45%, and 
has proved cynics 
J® n S in their belief that 
r™ participation in an 
Muslim country 
°uld be hard to achieve. 
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ECRH Princess Basma presides over a meeting of the Jordanian National Forum 
ror women. Pnncess Basma voiced appreciation for the women who have 
demostrated an interest in the work of the forum and praised the board for 
shouldering the responsibility of supporting women’s efforts to make tangible 
gams m their right to equality (Petra photo) 


Princess Rahma commends women’s 
participation in Crown Prince Award 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Rahma Bint A1 
Hassan Saturday 

addressed the first Euro- 
Mediterranean Regional 
Conference of the 
International Award, held 
this year in Malta, saying 
that female participation 
in Jordan's own Crown 
Prince Award has been a 
considerable achievement 
in the Arab Muslim 
World. 

In a speech she deliv- 
ered on behalf of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
entitled “Youth Affairs 
and the Role of the Crown 
Prince Award in Jordan," 
Princess Rahma briefed 
the audience on the status 
of young people in Jor- 
dan, ana then moved to 
explaining how the 
Crown Prince Award has 
effected the lives of the 
contestants and winners. 

She said that, “Since the 
initiation of the award 
scheme in 1984 with 45 
participants, the award 
has grown quite consider- 
ably. The participation 
between 1995/1996 is 
1,777, with a total of just 
under 10,000 young peo- 
le gaini ng awards at dif- 
ferent levels over the past 
few years ” 

She added that Jordan 
was particularly proud of 
the active female partici- 
pation in the award, 
which is almost 45%, and 
which has proved cynics 
wrong in their belief that 
female participation in an 
Arab Muslim country 
would be hard to achieve. 


i 


In the end. Princess 
Rahma said she was 
proud of the success of 
the Crown Prince Award 
scheme, adding that Jor- 
dan was committed to its 
continued success and its 
promotion in other neigh- 
bouring countries. 

President of Malta Ugo 
Mifsud Bonniti on Friday 
presided over the Golden 
Awards Ceremony and 
handed prizes to deserv- 
ing young Maltese 
women and men at the 
Republican Palace in 
Malta. 

The ceremony coincides 
with both the first Euro- 
Meditenranean Regional 
Conference of the 
International Award and 
the Internationa] Award's 
annual meeting. 

The International Award 
which is presented in dif- 
ferent countries under dif- 
ferent names (such as Jor- 
dan’s Crown Prince 
Award), is presented to 
youth in 65 different par- 
ticipating countries and 
was first inaugurated by 
Prince Edward of the 
U.K. Each country 
selects and awards its 
young citizens in cere- 
monies such as the recent 
one in Malta. 

President Bonnid gave 
an opening speech Satur- 
day in which he wel- 
comed Princess Rahma 
and other participants in 
the conference, stressing 
on the importance of such 
an event and its positive 
effects on youth through- 
out die world. 

He said that the awards 
teach competing partici- 


pants self-confidence, 
independence, and 
empowers them with a 
sense of leadership and 
cooperation, as well as a 
deeper understanding of 
life among all sectors of 
society. 

Dr. Bonnici also 
stressed the need for other 
countries to join in future 
conferences. 

Prince Edward, of the 
United Kingdom and 
president of the 
International Council of 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award also addressed the 
conference thanking the 
Maltese government for 
its hospitality, and stress- 
ing the importance of 
dealing with youth. issues 
as well as helping them 
develop to lead a more 
meaningful and progres- 
sive life. 

Prince Edward added 
that the rules and princi- 
ples on which the award is 
built are concerned “with 
empowering young peo- 
ple to take greater .respon- 
sibility for their own lives, 
to discover new talents, to 
advocate on behalf of oth- 
ers and to take positive 
action in the co mmuni ty.* 1 

Such events, he said, 
provide youth with suit- 
able grounds which could 
help them become more 
creative and develop their 
sense of social belonging 
and participation, regard- 
less of the differing norms 
of their respective soci- 
eties. 
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Jordan, PNA sign health care protocol 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
Saturday signed a protocol 
on cooperation in health 
care and other medical 
affairs following three days 
of calks here between their 
official teams. 

The protocol, signed by 
Minister of Health Aref 
Bataineh and his Palestin- 
ian counterpart Riyad 
Zaaoun, calls for coopera- 
tion in providing primary 
health care services. 

These include matters 
related to sanitation, food 
safety, endemic and com- 
municable diseases, family 
and community medicine, 
nursing and an exchange of 
information about conta- 
gious diseases should an 
outbreak occur. 

Jordan will offer medical 
treatment to Palestinians at 
the Ministry of Health cen- 
tres and hospitals and will 
grant free medical treat- 
ment to 10 Palestinian 
patients a year over the 
next three years if they are 
formally referred by the 


PNA. 

Oncology and kidney dis- 
ease patients, however, are 
not covered under this arti- 
cle. 

Transfer of patients to 
and from Jordan by ambu- 
lance will be provided by 
Jordan, with prior approval 
from health authorities on 
both sides. 

Furthermore, die protocol 
provides medium and long 
term training courses for 
medical staff with Jordan 
agreeing to train up to 16 
health officials annually. 

Jordan will also train op 
to five PNA health officials 
in nursing, community 
medicine, and medical reg- 
istration procedures. 

The two sides agreed to 
exchange information 
about pharmaceutical poli- 
cies and registration, and 
control and distribution of 
medicines and vaccines. 

Jordan will test vaccines 
for the PNA at Ministry of 
Health laboratories, and the 
PNA will provide similar 
facilities for Jordan. 

Both parties have agreed 



Minister of Health Aref Bataineh and his Palestinian counterpart Riyad Zaaoun Sat- 
urday sign a protocol for cooperation in health care and other medical affairs (Petra 
photo) 


on exchanging visits by 
health and medical teams. 
They also agreed to form a 
joint committee to follow 


up on the implementation 
of this five-year protocol, 
and to meet twice a year in 
Palestine and Jordan to 


study the progress of their 
joint activities and possible 
amendments that would 
enhance the protocol. 


PSD announces mass arrests 

Jordan to participate in 
Tunis drug conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — In the 
second major round-up of 
alleged drug traffickers, the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) issued a statement 
Saturday announcing feat 
last week its units arrested a 
total of 35 suspects in three 
separate attempts at drug 
trafficking through Jordanian 
territory. 

The suspects were Jordan- 
ian and other nationals. 

They were referred to trial 
for rommlning three .sepa- 
rate drug crimes. The arrests 
make this the second major 
round-up of alleged drug- 
trafficking rings in Jordan in 
July. 

The director of the PSD 
administration said that in 
one instance, in cooperation 
with units from the Jordan 
Armed Forces, fee Security 
Department seized 159 kilo- 
grammes of hashish at a 
location near the northern 
borders wife Syria. No date 
of arrest was given in the 
statement 

The PSD said that on July 
10 officers arrested another 
group of traffickers and 
found 67 kilogrammes of 
hashish, 4 .5 kilogrammes of 
heroin and a large quantity of 
other drugs allegedly smug- 
gled from a neighbouring 
Arab country and destined 
for another. 

In another case, customs 
officials and the PSD units 


on July 14 stopped a car 
entering Jordan at the 
Ramtha border, the report 
said. 

The car bore a licence plate 
from a neighbouring Arab 
country, the PSD statement 
said without providing fur- 
ther details. 

When the vehicle was 
searched, police said they 
found 31,570 pills of capta- 
gon hidden in one of the 
caF-'s compartments. 

On July 16, said the BSD 
statement, police units seized 
17 kilogrammes of hashis h 
and one kilogramme . of 
hashish oil near the eastern 
borders of Jordan. 

In a related development, 
according to fee PSD 
announcement, Jordan will 
take part in an Arab confer- 
ence in Tunis on July 22 to 
discuss the drug trafficking 
problem and fee modem 
technology available to pin- 
point drug plantations. 

The Security Department 
will be represented at the 
meeting by Colonel Nazih 
Shreideh, director of the 
Anti-Narcotics Bureau who 
said feat the delegations will 
discuss cooperation among 
Arab states concerning fee 
arrest of drag traffickers and 
the exchange of information 
on combating such cr iminal 
activity. 


Investigators looking for tiny hints 
to solve mystery in TWA probe 




(Continued from page 1) 

helping to provide a high- 
resolution map of the 
ocean floor that will help 
in mapping out the debris 
field," Mr. Hume told AFP 
in a telephone interview. 

Towed behind the ship 
was a “pinger locator sys- 
tem," a I.lOO-kiloinetre 
tube designed to pick up 
the pings of the data 
recorders. 

The first step in the probe 
will be to salvage as much 
of the plane as possible 
and reassemble it, or at 
least the key portions. 

Aeronautics experts from 
Boeing and elsewhere will 
assist in assembling the 
retrieved bits of fuselage. 
A three-dimensional 
reconstruction will allow 
investigators to determine 
how much damage was 
done to the aircraft before 
the crash and what pieces, 
if any, are missing. 

“It’s gonna be a painstak- 
ing process if it is a missile 
or a small bomb. Look at 
Lockerbie," said Mr. 

Leonard. 

Referring to the 1988 
crash over Scotland that 
was later blamed on a ter- 
rorist bombing, Mr. 


Leonard said: “At least it 
landed on land." FBI agent 
Jim Kallstrom. leading an 
anti-terrorist task force 
who warned that the probe 
could take days or weeks, 
added: “We’re gonna look 
for residues, certain strik- 
ing patterns. We’re going 
to look for the way the 
metal is shaped or frag- 
mented if it is. We’re going 
to look at all those things.” 

Although the ' search 
effort is only entering its 
third day, already intrigu- 
ing evidence has been 
found pointing to a devas- 
tating explosion on board 
the jetliner. 

The Washington Post 
cited a senior law enforce- 
ment official as saying 
that metal debris from the 
aircraft was twisted out- 
ward, suggesting a bomb 
or other sort of explosion. 
But it was not immediate- 
ly clear what caused the 

blast ‘ 

The London Times 
reported on Saturday that 
U.S. officials were investi- 
gating a report that Iranian 
terrorists brought down the 
plane because of informa- 
tion received from what 
the newspaper described 
as a “reliable informant. 
“He is an Iranian exile who 


has proved a very serious 
contact in the past,” a U.S. 
official said. 

Chemical residues can 
indicate if an explosive 
brought down the plane, 
and also what sort of 
explosive. Chemical 
residues may also be 
found in the bodies of the 
victims. 

But no answers will be 
forthcoming quickly, said 
Mr. Leonard. “It’s a very 
time-consuming process," 
he warned. 

Meanwhile, the theories 
about the TWA Flight 800 
are becoming more 
intriguing — a missile 
fired from the shore, a 
World Trade Center con- 
nection, a terrorist who 
didn’t make the plane at 
Athens. 

But without solid evi- 
dence, the FBI stopped 
short of saying the Jumbo 
jet was bombed out of the 
sky. 

“We’re not prepared to 
say that until we iaiow it's 
tree,” Mr. Kallstrom 
stressed Friday nighL 

Meanwhile, agents began 
contacting informants in 
the terrorist underworld, 
according to federal inves- 
tigator who spoke to fee 
Associated Press on condi- 


tion of anonymity. 

“It would be foolish not 
to be out there seeking 
every bit of information 
we can, from any corner,” 
the source said. 

Investigators are seeking 
tips from an Internet site 
and a 

toll-free number. 

The New York Post 
reported Saturday the FBI 
thinks there was a bomb in 
luggage in a rear cargo 
hold. The newspaper 
quotes a law-enforcement 
source as saying, ‘’They’re 
all willing to bet it was a 
bomb. Now they have to 
figure out who placed it.” 
CBS television reported 
that a Lebanese man on a 
fist of people wife connec- 
tions to terrorist organisa- 
tions was supposed to be 
on board the doomed plane 
when it left Athens for 
New York, but missed 
the flight 

U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Elaine 
McDevitt said it was "the 
first we’ve beard” of any 
of fee reports, and couldn’t 
confirm them. 


Bahrain, 

Kuwait 

hold 

security 

talks 

(Continued from pagel) 


ed loans totalling about S64 
million to Bahrain in the 
past month to help finance 
power projects. 

The three countries have 
pledged to stand by 
Bahrain, the least wealthy 
Gulf Arab state, since 
unrest flared in December 
1994 among Bahrainis who 
are asking for restoration of 
parliament dissolved in 
1975. At least 24 people 
have been killed in the dis- 
turbances. 

Earlier this year Saudi 
Arabia decided to give 
Bahrain all the revenue 
from a shared oilfield in a 
move analysts said would 
help the Bahrain govern- 
ment in its struggle to erad- 
icate its budget deficit 
while paying the cost of the 
civil disturbances. 

The agency did not say 
how long Sheikh Khalifa 
would stay but said be 
would go on to the United 
Arab Emirates. 


Consumer protection group study 
says price index increases 4.24 % 


By Samir Hijjawi 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A study con- 
ducted by the Jordanian 
Consumer Protection Soci- 
ety (JCPS) last month indi- 
cates that the prices of 726 
commodities and services 
have increased approxi- 
mately 4.24 per cent in the 
first half of 1996 compared 
with the price index at the 
end of 1995. 

The study, conducted in 
Amman, Zarqa and Irbid — 
three cities comprised of 
nearly 75 per cent of the 


nation’s population — said 
prices of 17 commodities 
rose by 4.11 per cent. These 
included fruits, vegetables, 
groceries, fish, poultry and 
meat, stationery, clothing, 
and shoes, as well as elec- 
tricity, water, fuel, rent and 
maintenance services. 

The average increase in 
prices was calculated on 
average prices recorded in 
fee fust six months of this 
year compared to the rates 
available at fee end of 1995. 

The survey showed that 
an average Jordanian fami- 
ly spends 43 per cent on 


food, 25.6 per cent on hous- 
ing, 8.9 per cent on cloth- 
ing, L5 per cent on shoes. 

3.9 per cent on furniture, 

5.9 per cent on health ser- 
vices and medicines, two 
per cent on stationery and 
4.35 on education. 

Furthermore, the survey 
showed that the average 
prices of vegetables rose in 
fee first half of 1996 by 13 J 
per cent, groceries 2.4 per 
cent, other food supplies 
2.96 per cent, water, tele- 
phone and fuel 15.86 per 
cent, and fish, poultry and 
. meat 6.04 per cent 


Experts see need for PNA laws to 
encourage development of civil society 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
day seminar on fee future 
of civil society in the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas Satur- 
day concluded with a call 
on the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) to draft 
legislation that would 
encourage fee building of 
Palestinian civil and social 
institutions, and guarantee 
their rights. 

The Palestinian and other 
Arab delegates, represent- 
ing human rights groups, 
urged the PNA to link 
soda! institutions in Pales- 
tine with those operating in 
fee diaspora. 

Labib Qamhawi, deputy 
director of fee Jordan 
branch of the Arab Organi- 
sation for Human Rights, 
presented a working paper 
to the meeting reviewing 
the consequences of Israefs 
continued occupation of 
Palestinian land, saying that 
Israel has practically ruined 
the necessary infrastructure 
for the advancement of 


sodal and political life of 
fee Arab population. 

He said that although 
Israel is to blame for the 
present “pitiable situation 
fee Palestinian leadership 
bears part of the responsi- 
bility as well, having con- 
cerned themselves with 
building Palestinian civil 
and social institutions out- 
side rather than within the 
Palestinian lands. 

He said this policy, which 
has further weakened 
Palestinian institutions 
under Israeli occupation, 
has not been corrected by 
serious efforts cm the part of 
the PNA to rebuild institu- 
tions that apply fee genuine 
concept of democracy. 

Dawad Hamad, director 
of the Middle East Studies 
Centre (MESC), said the 
event was convened to 
allow the delegates repre- 
senting different political 
ideologies to assess the 
PNA’s experiment in re- 
establishing civil society in 


the Palestinian territories. 

He added that genuine 
economic and social devel- 
opment can only take place 
in a climate of freedom and 
independence. 

In its statement Saturday, 
the seminar, stressed that 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
Palestinian lands and the 
return of displaced Pales- 
tinians to their homes con- 
stitute a basic requirement 
for the establishment of 
civil and democratic life in 
Palestine. . 

The statement said that 
Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian lands remains 
the main obstacle to create 
a civil society, adding that 
the Jewish settlements pose 
a serious danger, threaten- 
ing fee Palestinian people’s 
unity and Palestine’s terri- 
torial integrity. 

The seminar was organ- 
ised by fee MESC at fee 
Jerusalem Hotel in Amman. 
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More Northern Ireland 
rioting breaks uneasy calm 


BELFAST (R) — Police firing plastic 
bullets battled stone- throwing rioters 
in Northern Ireland Saturday, after 
rival parades ended a few days of 
uneasy calm and sec off more sectarian 
violence in the British-ruled province. 

Around 200 rioters fought running 
street battles with police in the town of 
Omagh for three hours early Saturday, 
smashing property and setting fire to 
buildings. Police said there were sev- 
eral arrests and some people were 
taken to hospital. 

Catholics who want a united Ireland 
and Protestants who want the province 
to stay British held rival parades in the 
town Friday night and the rioting 
began afterwards, at around 0100 Gmt 
Saturday. Omagh lies west of Belfast 

Police in England made several 
arrests this week, seizing enough 
equipment to make 36 bombs and doc- 
uments in what they said was part of 
their fight ag ains t the IRA (Irish 
Republican Army). ! 

Following the arrests, eight men 
were charged in a closely-guarded 
London court Saturday with conspira- 
cy to cause explosions. Seven of diem 
were from Northern Ireland or the 
Irish Republic, one from England. 

The court ordered all eight to be held 
in jail until another hearing next 
Friday. 

With Northern Ireland sweltering 
under a s umm er heatwave, the inci- 
dent in Omagh was the first serious 


clash since Iasi week's widespread 
street violence in Belfast and 
Londonderry. 

The worst disturbances since new 
efforts for peace were launched two 
years ago have already claimed two 
lives. The fresh troubles began after 
police allowed a Protestant march 
through a Catholic area near the town 
of Portadown last week, 

The march was seen'as provocative 
by Irish nationalists and caused a 
major rift between the British and Irish 

governments, the joint sponsors of 

peace talks that now seem to be falter- 
ing. 

More than 3,000 people have died in 
a quarter century of sectarian violence. 
The majority of Northern Ireland’s 1 J 
million people are Protestants. 
Catholics make up 40 per cent 

In Omagh Saturday, crowds of 
youths threw stones at the police, who 
responded by using plastic bullets 
which are not supposed to kill but are 
used for riot control. 

A police spokesman said one officer 
was wounded in the bead but his 
injuries were not thought to be serious. 

Police said they were not aware of 
any more parades planned Saturday 
but a nationalist protest over last 
week’s Protestant march is expected 
near Portadown Sunday. 

Tensions are already running high 
over the next major annual Protestant 
march, scheduled for Aug. 10 in 


Azerbaijani leader purges 

i 

government over economy 


BAKU (R) — Azerbaijan 
President Haydar Aliyev 
has fired his prime minister, 
two other cabinet members 
and other top government 
officials in a shake-up 
aimed at revitalising the 
wrecked economy. 

Mr. Aliyev backed up his 
purge by lambasting Prime 
Minister Faud Guliyev and 
several others during a gov- 
ernment meeting broadcast 
live on state television late 
Friday. 

The 73-year-old leader, 
speaking of an economic 
morass, widespread corrup- 
tion, and slowness in imple- 
menting market reforms, 
personally dressed down 
official after official before 
firing them. 

Along with Mr. Guliyev, 
prime minister since 1994, 
Mr. Aliyev sacked Econo- 
my Minister Samed Sadi- 
kov, automobile transport 
chief Arif Aslan ov and four 
other top officials. 

Tofig Azizov was re- 
moved as chairman of the 
State Property Committee 
but retained his post as a 
deputy prime minister. 

"The state of the economy 


is serious. The prime minis- 
ter must bear responsibility 
for this situation. Faud 
Guliyev can no longer 
remain in his post” said Mr. 
Ailiyev, a former Soviet 
politburo member. 

He said widespread gov- 
ernment corruption was 
hampering market reforms. 
"I will use the full strictness 
of the law to bring those 
officials involved in corrup- 
tion to justice,” he said, 
although he did not mention 
any official by name. 

The dismissals "had been 
widely anticipated and fol- 
lowed two days of televised 
meetings between an angry 
Aliyev and members of the 
government 

The Transcaucasian for- 
mer Soviet Republic of 
Azerbaijan is beginning to 
develop its vast offshore 
Caspian Sea oil reserves 
which could bring it huge 
wealth. 

But it has been among the 
slowest among post-Soviet 
states to institute deep eco- 
nomic reforms and living 
standards r emain painfully 
low. with average salaries 
for employees in the vast 


state sector at below 

100.000 manats ($25) per 
month. 

Some foreign investors 
eager to put money into 
what some say could be a 
"second Kuwait” have 
pulled out, com plainin g bit- 
terly of rife corruption and 
endless bureaucracy. 

Mr. Aliyev appears to 
have acted now because he 
has fully consolidated his 
power in the republic of 
seven million people. 

The atmosphere' : of 
intrigue and coup allega- 
tions that used to surface 
every few months has sub- 
sided and he enjoys pre- 
eminent control over nearly 
every] area of Azeri political 
life, i 

Azerbaijan, which won 
independence from the So- 
viet Union in 1991, still 
faces an unresolved conflict 
over the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The war has killed over 

10.000 people and made 
nearly one million people 
homeless. 

Mr. Aliyev did not say 
when he would name new 
ministers. 


Burundi expels 1 ,800 
Rwandan Hutu refugees 


KIGALI (R) — Burundi 
has expelled 1.800 Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees from a 
camp in the northwest and 
many more have fled to 
surrounding hills after 
being attacked by a hostile 
local population, the U.N. 
refugee agency said 
Saturday. 

Christianne Berthiaume, 
a spokeswoman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
told Reuters by telephone 
from Geneva that the 
agency had protested the 
closure of Kibezi Camp in 
northwest Burundi. 

She said a total of 1,800 
refugees were expelled to 
Rwanda Friday and 
between 4,000 and 5,000 
Rwandan Hums had fled 
Kibezi Camp into sur- 
rounding hills after the 
operation started. 

She said many were 
attacked by a hostile local 
population. . 

Burundi’s Tutsi-dominat- 
ed army had also encircled 
another 6,000 Rwandan 
Hutus in a stadium near the 
camp, she added. 

"We protest and express 
our disagreement with the 
method used. We are com- 
pletely against it,” she said. 
She said the UNHCR rep- 
resentative in Burundi was 
meeting the foreign minis- 
ter to express the agency’s 
displeasure. 

UNHCR officials in 
Kigali said the operation at 


Kibezi Camp, which has 
15,000 residents, started 
late Friday and the refu- 
gees crossed into Rwanda 
in trucks in the evening. 

"The government (of 
Burundi) decided to close 
the camp but our under- 
standing in closing down 
the camp was that we 
would agree where to take 
the people... to another 
camp or repatriate those 
wishing to do so,” one offi- 
cial said. 

The action by the 
Burundian government fol- 
lowed several requests to 
the UNHCR to close down 
refugee camps in Burundi 
and return residents to 
Rwanda. 

The Hutu refugees, many 
who had taken part in the 
1994 slaughter of up to one 
million Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus by Hutu militia 
and mobs, had fled Rwan- 
da because of fear they 
would be in danger after 
Tutsi rebels took over 
Rwanda and set up a new 
government 

An official with the 
International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies told Reuters 
by telephone from Burun- 
di's Ngozi region that less 
than 100 Rwandan Hums 
were marching towards the 
border. 

UNHCR officials were 
not allowed to enter the 
Kibezi Camp after the 
operation began. 


Burundi is home to 

75.000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees, among 1.7 mil- 
lion who fled to neighbour- 
ing countries in fear of 
revenge after the 1994 
genocide of Tutsis in 
Rwanda. 

Anti-Hutu feelings have 
been increasing in 
Burundi, where the coun- 
try’s Thtsi-dominated army 
is locked in a ferocious 
guerrilla war with Hutu 
rebels. 

The northwest, in partic- 
ular, is the site of much of 
the fighting. Aid workers 
and diplomats say about 

1.000 people a month are 

being killed in the fighting. 

In January, some 15,000 
Rwandan Hutus fled their 
camp at Mugano in north- 
east Burundi and crossed 
into Tanzania to escape 
from an attack they 
claimed had been launched 
by the Burundi army. 

Four days later another 

17.000 refugees from 
Ntamba Camp, close to 
Mugano, fled to the border 
apparently fearing violence 
from foe army. 

Some 150,000 people 
have died in Burundi in the 
past three years and politi- 
cal analysts fear that the 
fighting could explode into 
widescale ethnic killing 
like in Rwanda. 


Londonderry. 

London and Dublin called Thursday 
for a big push in next week’s peace 
talks between the various parties in 
Northern Ireland, to reestablish what 
the governments call "the primacy of 
politics” over violence. 

But the talks at Stormont Castle in 
Belfast, under the chairmanship of for- 
mer UJS. Senator George Mitchell, 
have been bogged down so far in pro- 
cedural detail. 

One of die key players, Sinn Fein, 
has been excluded because the ERA 
broke a 17-month ceasefire in 
February and has launched bomb 
attacks in mainland Britain. 

Sinn Fein is die political wing of the 
IRA, which is fighting to end British 
rule and build a united Ireland. 

"Confidence in the ability of die 
talks process to deliver meaningful 
change has already disappeared,” Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams said 
Friday. 

The rioting in Omagh will add to the 
already heavy bill for damage com- 
pensation, which the British govern- 
ment said Friday could reach some 
£20 million ($30.93 million). 

Foreign investment and tourism, 
both booming since real peace efforts 
started in 1994, are also likely to be 
hard hit The tourism industry is 
already reporting a flood of holiday 
cancellations following the events of 
last week. 
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5?: NAIROBI (R) — Buiud- 

ion ana ^» g Tutsi-dominated army 
‘ accused Hutu rebels of 

. massarring up tO 200 dlS- 
rT|. placed Tutsis at a camp in 
blic of die ccntra * Gitega region 
, Saturday. 

;■ . LieutenamhColonel Jean- - 

i, Bosco Daradangwe, a sen- 

r °T ior official at the Defence 
Ministry, told Reuters that 
the attack by rebels of the 
|ju»uMu National Council for the 
LiMrJi Defence of Democracy 
iouaaL (CNDD) early Saturday 
h also left over 500 Tutsis 

* w ™ wounded. 

l criu C°l- Daradangwe's report 

conflict “!**“* I* independently 
- r verified and there was no 
immediate comment from 
^ the CNDD. 

InS ^ latest repoit^ Idl- 
lings follow claims of up to 
1X501,16 300 Hutus killed in a series 

cqu of army operations over the 
__ last few weeks in the 

“ MW Gitega region. 

Col. Daradangwe said die 

I attack was at Bungecdana 

I Camp in Gitega province. 

* ‘It is 200 people killed. 

Very early today (Satur- 

^ day) they a ttacked a large 
3^5 camp of displaced Tutsis,” 
Col. Darandangwe said. He 
to ^ avc 00 details on ibe total 
Hum camp population. 

Huai The rebels have stepped 

7 mil- pp their guerrilla war in 
;h bo ur- "Bur undi and diplomats and 

ear of aid workers say as many as 
1994 1,000 people are dying dai- 

iis in ly in the conflict. 

More than 150,000 have 
s have already died in the past 
• three years in an increas- 
ingly brutal war in which 
coun- workers say both sides 

d anny take no prisoners, 
ocious The latest massacre claim 

Hutu follows one early this 

month in which CNDD 
panic- forces admitted killing 
uch of over 80 Tutsi workers and 
'orkers their families at Teza Tea 
ahnnt Factory in northwest Bu- 
j? 0001 rundi. 

But CNDD said the tea 
factory was a military facil- 
15,000 ity and that those lolled 
d their were soldiers from Burun- 
north- di’s army, 
rossed Reports of fresh violence 

escape threaten tile uneasy collab- 
they oration between the army 
uv-had Burundi’s deeply divi- 

ded and fragile govern- 
menu 

Bother a regional peacekeeping 

from plan backed by Western 
)se to governments and involving 
border troops from Ethiopia, 
olence Uganda and Tanzania is yet 
to take off because of 
3 eopIe wangling within Buran- 
■ Jl,_ di’s government and mili- 
“,“ e tary circles. 

P 01 " - Hutu President Sylvestre 

at the Ntibantunganya and Tbtsi 
leinto Prime Minister Antoine 
dlling Nduwayo agreed to the 
plan at an African summit 






Indonesian President Suharto (right) strikes the gong to open the annual meeting of 
the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Jakarta Saturday. 
Watching on are foreign ministers from Brunei Prince Mohamed Bolkiah (from left), 
Thailand’s Kasem Kasemsri and ASEAN Secretary General Ajit Singh (Reuter 
photo) 

ASEAN opens ministers’ meeting 
by warmly welcoming Burma 


JAKARTA (R) — Burma, 
treated as an outcast by the 
West for suppressing its 
pro-democracy movement, 
was welcomed warmly Sa- 
turday by its neighbours in 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

Rebuffing Western calls 
for sanctions and appeals by 
Burmese opposition figure 
Aung San Suu Kyi to isolate 
Rangoon’s military rulers, 
the seven ASEAN members 
accorded Burma observer 
status in a group that repre- 
sents some of tiie fastest 
growing economies in the 
world. 

The meeting's chairman, 
Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali AJatas, said Burma 
was making "earnest en- 
deavours” for full member- 
ship by the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

Since ASEAN was. found- 
ed. almost three decades 
ago, it has been the vision- 
of its members "that one 
day all the 10 nations of 
South East Asia will live in 
harmony, cooperation and 
shared prosperity within the 
fold of the ASEAN family.” 
Mr. Alatas said. 

The seven members of 
ASEAN — Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Viet- 
nam and Brunei — have 
made a creed out of not 
interfering in each other’s 
affairs. 


But they say they are 
exerting quiet diplomacy on 
Burma at forums like 
ASEAN, a policy known as 
"constructive engagement.” 

“Since we are in the fami- 
ly. we don’t have to shout. 
We only have to whisper,” 
Philippines Foreign Minis- 
ter Domingo Siazon said 
Friday. 

“We do not believe in iso- 
lating our neighbour. We 
don't believe in sanctions,” 
Thailand's Foreign Minister 
Amnuay Viravan said. 

While Burma is a non- 
issue so far as ASEAN is 
concerned, it will come up 
during next week's ASEAN 
Regional Forum, which 
brings the seven nations 
together with 14 other 
world powers, including the 
United States. European 
Union, China, Japan. Rus- 
sia, Australia and India. 

. Indonesia's President Su- 
harto. opening the meeting 
of foreign- numstersi-took'-a ■■ 
swipe at industrialised na- 
tions for threatening to raise 
non-trade issues at the 
World Trade Organisation's 
inaugural ministerial meet- 
ing in Singapore in 
December. 

Mr. Suharto expressed 
concern over “the efforts of 
some developed countries 
to sidetrack the delibera- 
tions... so that the focus will 
be on matters extraneous to 
trade.” 

Countries in the region 


have in the past objected to 
calls by labour organisa- 
tions to link trade privileges 
with social issues such as 
child labour, minimum 
wages and collective bar- 
gaining rights. 

ASEAN sources said the 
foreign ministers' agenda 
included territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea. 

China has alarmed many 
in the region by enlarging 
claims to vast stretches of 
the South China Sea. which 
commands key shipping 
lanes between the Indian 
and Pacific oceans. 

The Spradys, a scattered 
series of islands, reefs and 
atolls in the region, is a 
related issue. 

Believed to be sitting atop 
bountiful oil and gas re- 
serves, the Spratlys are 
claimed entirely by C hina 
and Taiwan and partly by 
ASEAN members Vietnam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines 
and Brunei. 

The ASEAN foreign min- 
isters will discuss progress 
on their nuclear weapons 
free zone, over which nuc- 
lear powers China and the 
United States have ex- 
pressed reservations. 

They were also due to dis- 
cuss an ASEAN Free Trade 
Area, which contemplates 
vastly reduced or zero tar- 
iffs in an area that encom- 
passes some 425 million 
people, or larger than 
Europfc. 


Chinese air force drops supplies 
to millions stranded by floods 


BEUING (AFP) — Chi- 
na's air force dropped 
supplies Saturday to 
millions trapped by cata- 
strophic flooding, as the 
country’s largest fresh- 
water lake overflowed, 
threatening embank- 
ments containing the 
mighty Yangtze River. 

In the central province 
of Hunan alone more 
than five million people 
raced to contain the 
Yangtze with hurriedly 
erected barriers made of 
sandbags and rocks cov- 
ered with heavy tarpau- 
lins. 

Their efforts have so 
far been successful, ac- 
cording to a Hunan offi- 
cial, who said most of 
the flooding was around 
the Yangtze's tributaries 
— many of them major 
rivers in their own right 

“In some cities in our 
province the water is 
more than three metres 
high. Helicopters are 
dropping food, medi- 
cine, boats and housing 
to milli ons of people. 
Many have had no food 
for days,” he said. 

“We think at least 51 
people have died so far, 
and things are still seri- 
ous,” he added. 

Shanghai’s Wen Wei 
Bao newspaper said the 
flooding m Hunan was 
the worst in 300 years 
and had affected 1.49 
million people in 2,711 
towns and villages. 

China’s largest fresh- 
water lake overflowed 
Satur-day, and its water 
continued to rise, a 


Hunan flood control 
official said by tele- 
phone. 

“By Sunday the water 
in Dongting Lake is 
going to be 5.05 metres 
above danger level,’’ the 
official said. “That's the 
highest ever and we 
don’t know what’s going 
to happen.” 

The official, who did 
not want to be named, 
said the middle and 
lower reaches of the 
Yangtze in Hunan pro- 
vince had gone above 
the danger level days 
ago. 

‘The situation is 
extremely serious,” he 
said. "We're doing eve- 
rything we can to bring 
the water level down.” 

Some 9.3 million peo- 
ple were affected in 
Hunan, the semi-official 
China News Service 
said, adding that road 
and rail lines bad been 
cut and reservoirs and 
dams seriously dam- 
aged. 

In neighbouring 
Guangxi province, the 
first three floors of 
buildings in Liuzhou 
were submerged and in 
the worst floods there in 
100 years. Roads and 
railways in the area 
remained impassable. 

“We have no electrici- 
ty. gas or fresh water. At 
night we use candles,” 
said a party official by 
telephone. 

Shanghai’s Xininin 
Evening News said the 
air force in Guangxi was 
dropping food to 20.000 


people stranded as major 
tributaries of foe 
Yangtze rose eight to 10 
metres (24-30 feet) 
above the danger level. 

Official figures up to 
July 18 put the death toll 
nationwide at 716, and 
even the normally dry 
far west of China has not 
been spared. 

On Thursday a train 
from Turf an to Huerge 
was stranded when rain 
washed away 254 kilo- 
metres of track, the 
China Youth Daily said, 
adding that although the 
2,000 Chinese and for- 
eign passengers were 
not in danger it would 
take until Sunday to res- 
cue them. 

President Jiang Zemin 
has ordered local gov- 
ernments to make flood 

control their priority and 
redouble efforts to bring 
the water level down, 
the People’s Daily 
reported. 

More than $15.8 mil- , 
lion of aid has poured in 
from Hong Kong, in 
addition to $396,500 
million from Red Cross 
Societies in Canada, 
Finland, Japan and Swe- 
den. 

Flooding happens every 
year in southern China, and 
local governments often 
have no time to complete 
flood barriers on Yangtze 
tributaries which cross 
Hunan, Hubei and Guanxi, 
feeding into Dongting and 
nearby lakes. 


11 -year-old girl 
arrested in 
shotgun murder 

SAN BERNADINO, Ca- 
lifornia (R) — An 11-year- 
old girl was under arrest 
Friday on suspicion of 
murder and attempted mur- 
der in the shotgun death of 
a 14-year-old boy and the 
wounding of another boy, 
also 14, police said. San 
Bernardino police spokes- 
man Jim Hamlin said the 
shooting occurred Thurs- 
day afternoon after the 
boys had taunted the girl. 
“From what we can gather 
the boys were in the front 
yard of the gizl’s home and 
were taunting her. We’re 
not very sure just what was 
said but evidently it was 
enough to where she felt 
she had to do something 
and she got a loaded shot- 
gun that was kept in the 
house and fired a single 
round through the front 
window of the house,” Mr. 
Hamlin said. He said that 
when police arrived at the 
scene, one of the boys was 
dead and the other was 
lying on the ground woun- 
ded. The girl, who has not 
been identified because of 
her age, was still in the 
house. Mr. H amlin said the 
girl’s 38-year-old mother 
was also arrested for im- 
proper storage of a firearm. 

British girl found 
raped and killed in 
France 

RENNES, France (R) — A 
13 -year-old British girl has 
been found raped and 
smothered near the Abbey 
of Mont Saint-Micbel in 
northwestern France, po- 
lice said Friday. The body 
of the girl, whose name 
was not disclosed, was 
found in the room of a 
youth hostel in which she 
was staying in the Brittany 
village of Pleine-Fougeres. 
An investigation is under- 
way. Police gave no further 
information. 

. Robbers try 
explosives on 
cash machines 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Robbers blasted two auto- 
matic bank teller machines 
with explosives but were 
unable to make them give 
up their cash. South Afri- 
can police said Friday. 
They used commercial ex- 
plosives to try to blow up 
two machines in Johan- 
nesburg overnight. Ser- 
geant Mark Reynolds said. 
Police were searching for 
three suspects. “People 
have tried many methods to 
get into the machines, but I 
certainly can't recall this in 
the Johannesburg area be- 
fore,” SgL Reynolds said, 
adding that no one was in- 
jured and no money was 
stolen. 

U.S. town strung 
out on 1,000 harps 

TACOMA, Washington 
(AFP) — More than 1,000 
harpists from 40 countries 
descend on this west coast 
port city for the July 21-28 
6th World Haip Congress 
Music Festival, a trie nnial 
binge of harp competition, 
performance and educa- 
tion. Top professionals, afi- 
cionados of the harp in 
jazz, Latin beat and opera, 
and strung-out novices as 
young as eight years old 
will be trundling their 40- 
kilogramme instruments to 
39 conceits over the eight- 
day programme. Re- 
nowned American harpist 
Nancy Allen will open the 
festival Sunday, playing 
works by Marcel Touraier, 
J.S. Bach, and Claude De- 
bussy. Allen, the most 
widely recorded harpist in 
the United States, will then 
be joined by her sister Bar- 
bara Allen to perform com- 
positions for two harps by 
Cesar Franck and three oth- 
ers. A July 23 “Salute to 
Jerusalem" celebrating that 
city’s 3,000th anniversary 
will feature Israeli harpists 
premiering original works 
by Israeli composers. 
Backed by the northwest 
. Sinfonietta Chamber Or- 
chestra, harpist Adina Ha- 
roz will perform the world 
premiere of Haim Per- 
mont’s Nigun EL Japanese 
harpists will also memori- 
alise renowned harp com- 
poser Torn Takemitsu at a 
July 26 concert. 
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A R ?^ ia, l sol ? ier on 1111 a mm u ni tion box while observing an area near his unit’s camp just outside the south- 
ern Chechen town of Shall. (Reuter photo) 


U.S. sailor accused of knifing 
Japanese wohtan arrested 


TOKYO (AFP) — - Local 
police in western Japan 
arrested a U.S. sailor Satur- 
day on suspicion of attemp- 
- ted murder and robbery of a 
* Japanese woman, a police 
spokesman said. 

Terrence Swanson, a 20- 
year-old crew member of 
the McClusky. a frigate 
based in the Japanese port 
of Yokosuka, was banded 
over by the U.S. military 
under new bilateral criminal 
arrangements, he said. 

Swanson was taken in a 
U.S. military van to the 
Sasebo Police Station in 
Nagasaki amid tight securi- 
ty. Japan Broad-casting 
Corp. (NHK) foo-tage 
showed the suspect was 
guarded by metal shields 
while being taken into the 
building. 

He had been detained by 
U.S. Naval Security Forces 
in Sasebo following last 
Tuesday’s alleged knife 
attack on the 20-year-old 
woman at a park in the port 
city. He had also been ques- 
tioned by Japanese police. 

The woman, identified as 
• ( Kaori Tanigawa, was seri- 
* ously injured after being 
slashed across the throat. 
Her bag. containing some 
10,000 yen ($92) in cash. 


was also snatched. 

Masanori Tanigawa, the 
head of the Sasebo Police 
Station, told Jiji Press that 
the woman was still h ospi- 
talised and unable to see 
any visitors. v 

“We sought the 'handover 
of the suspect to carry out 
(an) appropriate investiga- 
tion. particularly because of 
the cruelty and the gravity 
of the crime,” the agency 
quoted Mr. Tanigawa as 
saying. 

He said the tight security 
measures were “to protect 
the human rights of the sus- 
pect.” 

The handover of Swanson 
to Japanese authorities was 
the first since die United 
States agreed last October 
to turn over military sus- 
pects in local criminal cases 
before they are formally 
charged. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto told reporters, 
“We appreciate the prompt 
action taken by the U.S. 
military in line with the 
revised accord." and added: 
“We want the U.S. military 
to tighten its discipline." 

Previously, U.S. military 
members suspected of com- 
mitting crimes in Japan 
were not taken into Japa- 


nese police custody until 
they were formally charged. 

But the practice came 
under fire following the 
rape of a 12-year-old girl by 
three American servicemen 
in the southern Japan island 
of Okinawa in September. 

Even though Japanese 
police had warrants to arrest 
the three men in the 
Okinawa case, the suspects 
were not handed over until 
they were indicted, trigger- 
ing an unprecedented wave 
of protests on the island. 

The McClusky, the frigate 
that Swanson had been sta- 
tioned on since November 
1994, is based in Yokosuka, 
south of Tokyo, but was 
making a call at the port of 
Sasebo at the time of the 
assault 

Sasebo Mayor Akira Mit- 
sutake said in a statement 
that the latest case had “un- 
dermined confidence bet- 
ween Japan and the United 
States, and created a sense 
of grave insecurity among 
citizens." 

“We want the govern- 
ments of the two countries 
to take measures to prevent 
recurrence of a similar inci- 
dent, including steps to 
tighten discipline of U.S. 
troops,” he said. 


26 injured in Marseille centre blast 


MARSEILLE. France 
(AFP) — An explosion that 
destroyed a residential 
block in the centre of the 
French Mediterranean port 
of Marseille caused at least 
26 min or injuries Saturday 
morning, firemen said. 

Hours after the blast res- 
cuers were still searching 
with the aid of dogs for a 
man w'ho may have been 
trapped under the rubble. 

A child which was previ- 
ously thought to also have 
been buried was alive and 
with his mother in the 


southern town of Toulon, 
rescuers said. 

A team of 120 firefighters 
freed residents from the 
building by ladder because 
the stairs were too damaged 
to use. All victims were 
hospitalised with injuries 
caused by the force of the 
explosion and by flying 
glass. 

Emeigency services were 
hampered by the risk that 
the badly damaged seven- 
storey building could col- 
lapse. 

The cause of the blast. 


which happened in Place 
Des Marseillaises near Sl 
C harles Station just after 
9:15 ajn. (0715 GMT), is 
not yet known, but gas was 
suspected. 

“Immediately after the ex- 
plosion, I smelled a strong 
odour of gas," said a resi- 
dent, still in shock from 
suddenly seeing her walls 
crumble. 

The explosion was heard 
over a large part of the city 
and shattered windows of 
nearby buildings and cars. 


British monarch may give Andrew key role 


LONDON (R) — Queen 
Elizabeth is to give her sec- 
ond son. Prince Andrew, a 
key role in Britain's royal 
hierarchy following an 

£ announcement that he is to 
give up his career in the 
navy, royal w r atchers pre- 
dicted Friday. 

“My understanding is that 
he is going ro be called on a 
great deal more by the 
queen,” said Harold 

Brooks-Baker, publishing 
director of Burke’s Peerage, 
the authoritative guide to 
Britain's aristocracy. 

The Ministry of Defence 
said earlier that the prince 
would leave his post as a 
senior helicopter pilot in 
October for a desk job in 
London. After doing that 
job for 2-1/2 years, he 
would quit the navy. 

British newspapers specu- 
lated that Prince Andrew, 

. 36, the queen’s second son, 
had decided against a new 
posting at sea in part be- 
cause he wanted to see his 
two daughters. Princess 
N Beatrix. 7, and Princess 
Eugenie, 6, regularly. 

The children live with 
their mother, the prince s 
ex-wife Sarah — the couple 
divorced earlier last month 


— but see their father fre- 
quently when he is not at 
sea. 

But the papers said the 
queen had discussed the 
prince's future with him fol- 
lowing the ann ouncement 
that heir to the throne Prince 
Charles had reached agree- 
ment with Princess Diana 
on a divorce settlement. 

“It is understood that be 
will... play a more central 
role in the official life of the 
royal family, filling the void 
created by the departures of 
the Princess of Wales and 
his ex-wife,” the Times 
newspaper reported. 

Mr. Brooks-Baker said 
following recent marital 
problems, there were “very 
few people the monarch can 
depend on” to carry out 
such functions as meeting 
heads of state, organising 
ambassadorial receptions 
and going on state visits. 

“He has the right sort of 
placid personality for the 
type of jobs that are dealt 
out,” he added. 

A Buckingham Palace 
spokesman said Prince 
Andrew was considering a 
number of options for his 
future after leaving the 
navy, which he joined in 


1979. 

The prince earned his 
“wings" as a helicopter 
pilot in 1981, and was on 
the carrier Invincible during 
the Falklands War the fol- 
lowing year, flying a Sea 
King helicopter on anti-sub- 
marine and transport duties. 

He was a wanted a cam- 
paign medal for his role in 
the war, in which a British 
task force drove invading 
Argentine forces from the 
South Atlantic islands. 

He married Sarah Fergu- 
son in a blaze of pageantry 
in 1986. On the morning of 
his wedding his mother cre- 
ated him Duke of York, a 
title traditionally held by 
the second son of a mo- 
narch, while his new wife 
became a duchess. 

After his marriage. Prince 
Andrew spent long periods 
at sea in his job as naval 
helicopter pilot, leaving his 
jet-setting wife to suffer die 
barbs of the media alone. 

The couple separated in 
1992. The prince’s ex-wife 
is currently on holiday on 
the French Riviera with 
Princess Diana, whose di- 
vorce will be finalised next 
month. ‘ 


Japan 

poisoning 

strikes 

teachers, 

families 

SAKAI Japan (R) — A 
food poisoning epidemic 
that has made more than 
6,000 primary schoolchild- 
ren ill took an increasing 
toll on their teachers and 
family members Saturday. 

Health authorities said 
nearly 150 teachers and 
family members had come 
down in the past few days 
with what appeared to be 
second infections from the 
0-157 colon bacterium 
outbreak. 

A spokesman for a Na- 
tional Task Force sent to 
the area to control the epi- 
demic told reporters a total 
of 6,083 victims had need- 
ed hospital treatment since 
the outbreak on July 11. 

Nearly 600 remained in 
hospital with three of 
them, all girls, on life sup- 
port systems in danger of 
dying. 

The spokesman said the 
teachers and family mem- 
bers — there was no 
breakdown on the numbers 
— did not appear to have 
picked up the infection 
from the school lunches 
chat set off the outbreak. 

Instead they had come 
down with the illness pos- 
sibly through contact with 
victims who already had 
the disease. 

Tie bacteria cause se- 
vere diarrhoea, vomiting 
and fever and health au- 
thorities are spraying 
classrooms and shutting 
swimming pools in this 
town of nearly one million 
people to stop secondary 
infections. 

However, the doctors 
and scientists sent to Sakai 
were no closer to determi- 
ning exactly what was the 
carrier of the bacteria. 

They were carrying out 
tests on 12 meals served to 
schools since the begin- 
ning of July but the results 
so far were inconclusive. 

In the past 10 days eel 
sushi roast pork and chi- 
cken have been blamed. 
They were all pan of meals 
prepared at central loca- 
tions and transported to the 
92 primary schools in the 
Sakai area. 

Stocks of soap and disin- 
fectant ‘alcohol were run- 
ning out in Sakai because 
of panic buying by parents 
trying to ensure their chil- 
dren did not pick up the 
disease. 

Dc. Ken go Nishimaki, 
part of the National Task 
Force, told reporters his 
greatest fear was that the 
toll of seriously ill patients 
could start to rise. 

“The toll of very serious 
patients can go up at any 
moment," he said. 

He said the main danger 
was from falling blood 
pressure and dehydration, 
Nishimaki said > resear- 
chers were repeating all 
their tests on the school 
lunches in a bid to trace the 
carrier. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, July 21, 1996 



Russian Air Force pound 
southern Chechenya — rebels 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian warplanes carried out 
heavy air raids on the 
mountainous Sbatoi and 
Itum-Kale districts of south- 
ern Chechenya Saturday, 
■ killing some 15 people and 
wounding up to 45, a Che- 
chen rebel spokesman told 
Echo Moscow radio. 

Spokesman Movladi Udu- 
gov said warplanes dropped 
bombs and fired rockets in 
the region for the fourth day 
running, while further north 
Russian troops had sealed 
oft villages in the Shali dis- 
trict 

Minor clashes meanwhile 
took place in the Vedeuo 
district in southeast Che- 
chenya, he said. 

Russian officials said six 
federal troops had died in 
war-torn Chechenya since 
early Friday. 

Five were killed and one 
was seriously hurt when 
their tank hit a mine near 
B achy- Yurt in the southeast 
Chechenya, the press ser- 
vice for Russian forces 
serving in the north Cau- 
casus republic said. 

In the capital Grozny, an 
officer was killed and five 
soldiers were injured when 
their vehicle was attacked. 

Early Saturday gunmen 
killed two bodyguards in 
Grozny, in an attack aimed 
at a district leader, ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed. 

Sharip Alikhadzhiyev, 
head erf the Shali district 
administration, was unhurt 
in the incident but two of 
his bodyguards were killed 
and one of the assailants 
was wounded, a senior se- 
curity official in the pro- 
Moscow Chechen govern- 
ment told ITAR-TASS. 

Interfax reported that Mr. 
Alikhadzhiyev was out at 



Two Russian soldiers load a multiple granade launcher jost outside the southern 
Chechen town of Shall Despite efforts to salvage a ceasefire heavy fighting continued 
in the south of the region against separatist guerrillas (Renter photo) 


the time. 

Ruslan Tsakayev, secre- 
tary of the Grozny govern- 
ment’s Security Council, 
linked the attack to a threat 
from Chechen rebel leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev in 
May to assassinate local 
Chechen officials. 

Meanwhile, there was still 
no news of the whereabouts 
of Lyudmila Radimushkina, 
head of the Lenin District 
Administration in Grozny, 
who was kidnapped on July 
7, Mr. Tsakayev said. 

The kidnappers had de- 
manded a ransom of 
$500,000 and the pro-Mos- 
cow Chechen government 
had agreed to pay it, but the 
kidnappers then avoided 
further contacts, be told 
ITAR-TASS. 

The situation in Grozny 
has been very tense for 


more than a week since the 
Russian army and air force 
started bombarding villages 
in southern Chechenya, lul- 
ling -combatants and civil- 
ians indiscriminately, in a 
new offensive against the 
separatist rebels. 

The bombardments shat- 
tered a fragile six-week 
ceasefire in the 19-month 
war, which has already 
claimed an estimated 
40,000 lives, mostly civil- 
ians. 

Amid reports of differ- 
ences within the rebel ranks 
over how to respond to the 
Russian push, Salman Ra- 
duyev, a hardline Chechen 
rebel field commander who 
bad earlier been reported 
killed, dramatically reap- 
peared Thursday vowing to 
“fight until the end." 

He rejected negotiations 


with Moscow and promised 
a large-scale rebel response. 

Mr. Udugov told Echo 
Moscow Saturday he reject- 
ed Commander Raduyev’s 
claim that Dzhokhar Duda- 
yev, who spearheaded the 
Chechen resistance, was 
still alive. 

Russia and the Chechens 
had both said Dudayev was 
killed in Chechenya on 
April 21. The Russians said 
he died in an attack with air- 
to-surface missiles that 
homed in on his ' satellite 
telephone. 

Mr. Udugov said he had 
“testimony from (rebel field 
commander) Shamil Basa- 
yev, who personally attend- 
ed the funeral of Dudayev, 
from his wife and cousin, 
who was with him when he 
died — I have no reason to 
disbelieve them.” 


Sri Lankan battle rages; toll exceeds 1,000 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lan- 
kan forces fought a fierce 
battle with Tamil guerrillas, 
involving ground troops, air 
force and the navy, for the 
third day Saturday over a 
strategic army camp. 

Both sides have claimed 
heavy casualties amounting 
to about a thousand killed. 

Army officials said gov- 
ernment reinforcements 
heading to relieve the north- 
eastern Mullaitivu Camp 
had killed more than 300 
guerrillas of the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) in one of the blood- 
iest battles of the 13-year- 
old separatist war. 

The LTTE claimed more 
than 800 troops and 120 
Tiger rebels were killed in 
the battle in Mullaitivu dis- 
trict following a pre-dawn 
rebel attack on the key army 
camp Thursday. 

Just south of Mullaitivu, 
280 kilo metre s from Co- 
lombo, LTTE rebels shot 
down an army helicopter, 
police in die neighbouring 
naval base city of Trinco- 
malee said. 

“The Tigers crippled an 
army helicopter in Pumod- 


dei village," a police officer 
told Reuters. He gave no 
further -detai ls. 

An LTTE statement said 
the guerrillas had taken 
complete control of the 
Mullaitivu Camp. The army 
has denied the claim. 

“After two d ays o f fierce 
battles, the LTTE fighter 
units have overran the mili- 
tary complex at Maullaitivu 
and brought the camp area 
under their control last 
night," a Tiger statement 
faxed to an international 
news agency from London 
said. 

“So far 800 bodies of sol- 
diers have been recovered 
from the ruins of the battle 
and the casualty figure 
might rise as more troops 
are being killed from small 
pockets of resistance out- 
side the camp perimeter,” it 
said. 

Army officials in Trin- 
comalee said troops had 
killed more than 300 Tiger 
rebels in Alarapii, on the 
fringes of Maullativu. They 
said the army was trying to 
land re inforc ements there. 

An LTTE statement earli- 
er said the troops had suf- 


fered heavy casualties at 
AlampiL "The reinforce- 
ment troops airlifted by 
helicopters at Alampil, 10 
kilometres from Mullaitivu, 
have suffered severe casual- 
ties and face v irtua l annihi- 
lation by the LTTE forces," 
it said. 

The rebel mouthpiece 
voice of Tigers radio Satur- 
day said the battle between 
government reinforcements 
and the rebels had set off an 
exodus of residents from 
neighbouring towns which 
had come under heavy 
shelling. 

Guerrillas accused gov- 
ernment troops of shelling 
surrounding villages. There 
was no official comment on 
the claim. 

“The Sri Lankan soldiers 
at the Elephant Pass army 
camp, angry at the fall of 
their Mullaitivu, took their 
revenge by firing artillery, 
shells at several Tamil vil- 
lages in Kallin ochch i dis- 
trict,” a second LTTE state- 
ment said. 

The rebels said the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (1CRC) had 
moved its offices in the Kil- 


linochchi town some 30 ki- 
lometres from Mullaitivu to 
a safer area following con- 
tinued bombardment since 
Thursday. 

The guerrillas had agreed 
to hand over the bodies of 
the soldiers to the ICRC. 

Army spokesman Sarath 
Munasinghe told a news 
conference Friday that 
troops were holding on to 
the camp. 

“We do not know our 
casualties. We can tell only 
when reinforcements 
reach,” Mr. Munasinghe 
said. 

The bulk of the more than 

1.000 troops manning Mul- 
laitivu were still there, he 
said. The Tigers had not 
overrun the camp. 

A Tiger statement said 
more than 1,000 fighters 
were involved in the assault. 

The latest attacks come a 
week before the 13th anni- 
versary of isiandwide anti- 
Tamil riots that began the 
ethnic conflict in which the 
government says more than 

50.000 people have died. 


NASA prepares to return to the red planet 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (R) — Twenty 
years after sending 
probes to Mars, NASA is 
preparing a return to the 
red planet, bot If life 
exists there do not expect 
to see malevolent, tenta- 
ded aliens like those 
depicted in the smash hit 
movie Independence Day. 

The first of two Viking 
probes touched down 20 
years ago Saturday but 
failed to conclusively 
answer if life existed on 
Mars. But this week, as 
the US. space agency was 
commemorating the 
anniversary, it was 
preparing to dispatch a 
small armada of space- 
craft to learn more about 
the planet and perhaps 
shed some light on the 
question of life. 

Earthlings, however, 
should not be overiy con- 
cerned about the 
prospect of an attack by 
Martians. 

“‘When we talk about 
life we’re not even talking 
about lizards, salaman- 
ders or worms,” said 
Wayne Lee, mission plan- 
ner for Mars operations 


at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California. “We’d proba- 
bly be talking about sim- 
ple bacteria and 
microbes, if it existed at 
all.” 

Life would face a strug- 
gle on the surface of 
Mars, where surface tem- 
peratures average -81 
degrees F (-63 degrees C) 
ana liquid water would 
boil away in the planet’s 
low air pressure. 

Things may have been 
different about a billion 
years ago, as pictures 
have revealed channels 
cut into the planet’s sur- 
face by torrents of run- 
ning water. What hap- 
pened to that water 
remains a mystery. 

NASA’s exploration of 
Mars suffered a devastat- 
ing blow in 1993 when the 
$1 billion Mars Observer, 
the first spacecraft sent to 
Mars since the 1976 
Vikings, was lost days 
before it was due to 
arrive at the planet. 

That disaster and bud- 
get cutbacks led NASA to 
take a different tack to 
Mars exploration this 


time. 

“We have since realised 
that it is not a good strat- 
egy to put all our eggs in 
one basket. Instead, we 
can use the same amount 
of money to fly more mis- 
sions, but smaller and at 
a cheaper cost, and if one 
of them goes down the 
tubes it does not destroy 
the entire programme,” 
Mr. Lee said. 

Three years after 
NASA’s Mars pro- 
gramme seemed lost in 
space, two new smaller 
spacecraft are being 
readied for tbe journey to 
the red planet. 

Mars global surveyor, 
scheduled to blast off 
from Cape Canaveral in 
November, will carry 
identical copies of five of 
the seven scientific 
instruments on Mars 
Observer. From 367 kilo- 
metres up it will be able 
to photograph objects on 
the Martian surface as 
small as a compact car. 

Mars Pathfinder, con- 
sisting of a lander and a 
mini-rover, will follow in 
December. If all goes 
well, the spacecraft will 


enter Mars' atmosphere 
at 17,000 raph (27,000 
kmfa) next July. 
Parachutes will slow it to 
about 30 mpb (50 kmh) 
and giant air bags will 
cushion its landing on an 
ancient flood plain. 

The sides of the pyra- 
mid-shaped lander will 
then open like flower 
petals, revealing a weath- 
er station and freeing a 
remote-controlled Rover 
to explore the surround- 
ing area. 

The Rover, about tbe 
size of a laser printer, will 
roam from its base beam- 
ing back video and deter- 
mining the composition 
of rocks with an ‘elec- 
tronic tongue.’ 

The two spacecraft each 
cost about $150 million, 
plus $65 million for each 
of the Delta 2 rockets that 
will send them on their 
way. By comparison, the 
two Viking spacecraft 
would have a combined 
price tag of $225 billion in 
1996 dollars. 
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No easy gains 


LOW PRODUCTIVITY by the Jordanian work- 
force has always been among the main points 
raised against this country’s weak economic effi- 
ciency and financial management The availabili- 
ty of cheap money to play the stock exchange or to 
speculate in the profitable real estate business has 
been a reason for this low productivity. But other 
major causes include bureaucracy, overstaffing, 
lack of incentives and anachronistic styles of 
human resources mangement 

The intention here is not to analyse the reasons 
and the effects that cheap money has had on shap- 
ing the economic structure of the Kingdom, but to 
warn industrialists and producers that times have 
changed and that they should not expect their ven- 
tures to generate easy profit from now on. As 
competition stiffens and markets become harder 
to penetrate, Jordan’s productive sector should 
also expect financing to become costlier. 

Present conditions necessitate that industrialists 
start economising and raising the efficiency of 
their administrative and technical cadres to 
counter higher costs arising from higher interest 
rates, higher prices of raw materials and selling 
costs. 

In a changing world, the priorities are shifting 
and people have no choice but to adapt to new 
demands, requirements and strategies. As such, 
producers in Jordan should take new monetary 
and economic policies dictated by international 
changes Into consideration and stop griping about 
lack of government protection and encourage- 
ment, especially the policy of rasing Interest rates. 

As the need to raise efficiency and productivity 
becomes imperative through whatever means pos- 
sible, even at the expense of firing redundant staff 
and workers, industrialists should seek all possi- 
ble means to lower costs and become competitive. 
In this regard, it seems they are not aware that 
they can obtain foreign currency credits right her _ 
in Amman in accordance with a Central Bank 
decision last year that banks in Jordan can extend 
loans in any foreign currency at the prevailing 
rates in the international markets. So, within such 
an open ground for financing, industrialists can 
choose whichever currency they prefer to obtain 
their loans as they are not confined to borrowing 
in dinars. 

If industrialists want to be competitive and be 
able to have a dominance on the local market as 
well as export markets, there is all the good reason 
for repatriating the funds held in world financial 
centres and investing them in industries here. The 
return on such a low-cost financing is undoubted- 
ly much greater than what the funds would be 
earning if kept as deposits outside. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily Saturday discussed the 
question of partnership between the European 
Union (EU) and countries of the Mediterranean, 
saying that it is being sought by the two sides, each 
for its own purpose. The wealthy 15-member 
nations of the European Union, whose per capita 
income is around $15,000 annually, actually need 
the 12 Mediterranean countries which are mosdy 
poor for three reasons: to fill the vacuum left by the 
downfall of the Soviet Union, to contain the danger 
of terrorism and fundamentalism and to open new 
markets for their products, in competition with 
American and Japanese products, said Fahed A1 
Fanek. Furthermore, the EU countries are keen on 
pursuing what they call dialogue with the south, but 
in fact dialogue means giving the countries of the 
south clear instructions on ways to adapt and quali- 
fy for partnership with Europe by following certain 
guidelines in political, social, economic and securi- 
ty fields, noted the writer. Also required for the part- 
nership is a programme for streamlining regulations 
and laws that would better cater to the requirement. - 
of the Europeans, like giving greater role to the pri- 
vate sector and privatising public sector institutions, 
added the writer. He said the developing nations 
around the Mediterranean have a real interest in 
being associated with Europe in order to develop the 
alternative which would be retreat, seclusion or 
becoming an open market for the dominating Israeli 
economy. 


A WRITER for the Al Dustour daily blamed the 
Arab countries for their weakness vis-S-vis Israel 
and other world-dominant powers, saying each Arab 
state attempts to solve its problems at the expense of 
the other. Indeed, some of these Arab countries try 
to stab others in the back or conspire against them, 
thus further dismembering the Arab Nation, making 
it an easy prey for hostile forces, said Saleh Al 
Qallab. As a result, it is the Arabs who are expected 
to give time to Benyamin Netanyahu to put hi. 
house in order rather than taking common measures 
to abort his plots and aggressive policies, and it is 
the Arabs who must give President Clinton time to 
be reelected so that Washington can once again 
sponsor the Middle East peace process, he said. It is 
always the Arabs who are expected to give time to 
others and be patient until they adapt to new and 
more favourable sixuarions so that they will be in a 
better position to act, but it seems that no one is giv- 
ing the Arabs any thought or allowing them to take 
collective action in the face of the.dererioraiing sit- 
uation in their region, the writer said. 




Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Bv Dr. Fahed Fanek 


The price of European partnership 


THE JORDAN-Europe partnership agreement is being 
negotiated and almost ready. The execution of the agree- 
ment is a matter of time. Most certainly, it will be signed 
before the end of this year, and will come into force at the 
beginning of 1997. Yet. so far. no one bothered to inform 
the Jordanians, in general, and the industrial community, in 
particular, about the negative effects of this partnership; 
because it does not bring benefits only and no cost 
involved. 

I am one of the strong supporters of the European part- 
nership, because the other alternatives are even worse. 
These alternatives are: an Arab common market, which is 
not currently in the cards and may not come about in dozen 
years, if at all; a Middle Eastern market, called for and pro- 
moted by Israeli ex-Pritne Minister Peres, to be led by 
Israel, the stronger and more advanced partner; and isola- 
tion and staying within the boundaries of the small 
Jordanian market, which is little more than an economic 
cell, with its occupants doomed in this age of large and 
global markets. 

Yet I think it is wise to present the negative side of this 
venture so that our public becomes well informed and 
makes up its mind based on acts, all the facts. It is better 
not to hear in the ftiture that the supporters of the European 
partnership promised us prosperity, generous aid and great 


benefits. 

No one says that we may enjoy a European level of 
income and standard of living overnight On the contrary, 
some of our inefficient enterprises may disappear under 
the impact of competition; only the fit will survive. 

We should understand that the term European partner- 
ship was coined by the European Union for strategic, 
trade, demographic, and security reasons of their own. 
This includes peaceful competition with America and 
Japan, opening or expanding markets for European prod- 
ucts, limiting Arab migration to Europe and removing the 
reasons behind terrorism which may grow out of propor- 
tions if Europe does not extend a helping hand to rts neigh- 
bouring peoples in North Africa, Maghreb, and in the 
Middle East, Mashrek. They form die south-eastern flank 
of Europe and could not be overlooked, especially after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and the vacuum left by the 
end of the cold war. 

It is obvious that Europe is far superior, in its manufac- 
turing industry, to all 12 countries invited by it to join the 
partnership, including Jordan. Jordan, on the other hand, 
has some comparative advantage in agricultural produce 
and related processing industries. 

The agreement calls for a full-fledged free trade area in 
the industrial sector, with quantitative restrictions removed 


immediately and customs protection reduced gradually, to 
become nil in twelve years. 

Europe, on its part will open up its markets immediate- 
ly for industrial products, if we can compete, but it will 
impose heavy restrictions on agricultural produce, includ- 
ing a complicated quota system and seasonal timetables 
based on the present status quo. 

In other words, there is a ceiling for the growth for our 
agricultural exports to Europe, but there is no limit to 
European industrial exports to us, except for our capacity 


to pay. 


In this respect, one should point out that this arrangement 
is subject to revision after five years. The agricultural mar- 
kets of Europe must be opened anyway in 10 to 12 years, 
according to its commitments to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

The European agreement stresses the importance of pro- 
tecting intellectual property rights. We in Jordan have 
almost nothing in this area to protect from others. The end 
result of a law to protect intellectual property rights will be 
the raise in the cost of books, computer programmes and 
medicine, beyond our citizens' ability to pay and beyond 
our companies’ limited capacity to absorb additional costs. 

True, to link with Europe is beneficial in many respects, 
out it has a price. 


Too close for conservatives ? 


By EJ. Dionne Jr. . 


WASHINGTON — What if 
political conservatives real- 
ly do not believe all their 
talk about “devolving" 
power to governments clos- 
est to the people? What if 
they reject devolution 
whenever it gets in the way 
of something more impor- 
tant to them? 

What unfair questions, 
you might say. Bob Dole 
can hardly give a speech 
without talking about gov- 
ernment “closer to the peo- 
ple." Here was Mr. Dole in 
March: “We want to send 
power back to the people 
and to the states. State and 
local governments are clos- 
er to and more sensitive to 
the needs of the people." 

If you really believe in 
such rhetoric, then you will 
be shocked by Justice 
Antonin Scalia's dissent 
from the recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
overturning a Colorado state 
constitutional amendment 
against gay rights laws. 

The amendment — adopt- 
ed by referendum — barred 
the state or its localities 
from granting gays and les- 
bians “minority status, 
quota preferences, protected 
status or claim of discrimi- 
nation ” In a decision writ- 
ten by Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, the court said, 
reasonably, that the amend- 
ment violated the U.S. 
Constitution’s equal protec- 
tion clause because it denied 
one group, homosexuals, 
access to legal protections 
that other groups might 
seek. The amendment, he 
wrote, could only have been 
motivated by “animus" 
towards gays and lesbians. 

it is not surprising that 
Justice Scalia dissented in 
this case and defended the 
right of voters to use the 
ballot to defend their “moral 


sentiments. 


In this case, though, it was 
hard to escape the conclu- 
sion that an electoral major- 
ity was improperly trying to 
vote away the rights of a 
minority. Still, give Justice 
Scalia this: He never minces 
his words. You always know 
where he stands. 

But if you care about 
devolution, the really dis- 
turbing pan of Justice 
Scalia's dissent was his 
defence of overturning the 
decisions of local govern- 
ments. Here is what he 
wrote: . 

“The problem (a problem, 
that is, for those who wish 
to retain social disapproba- 
tion of homosexuality) is 
that, because those who 
engage in homosexual con- 
duct tend to reside in dispro- 
portionate numbers in cer- 
tain communities, have high 
disposable income, and of 
course care about homosex- 
ual-rights issues much more 
ardently than the public at 
large, they possess political 
power much greater than 
their numbers, both locally 
and statewide." 

Justice Scalia granted that 
“homosexuals are as enti- 
tled to use the legal system 
for reinforcement of their 
moral sentiments as are the 
rest of society." 

But here is the key: The 
anti-gay amendment was 
fine, he wrote, because it 
“sought to counter both the 
geographic concentration 
and the disproportionate 
political power of homosex- 
uals by (1) resolving the 
controversy at the statewide 
level and (2j making the 
election a single-issue con- 
test for both sides.” 

' Now think about the 
implications of this. Justice 
Scalia is saying that local 
initiatives on behalf of gays 
in places such as Aspen and 
Boulder, Colorado, can be 
seen as suspect just because 
those communities happen 



to include a disproportion- 
ate number of gays and les- 


bians (and perhaps also a lot 
of straight people who share 


their “moral 
Government * 


sentiments"), 
closest to the 


The Washington Post 


Caught in vise on Cuba, Clinton pleases no one 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Caught 
in an election year vise on 
Cuba. President Clinton has 
made good on his reputation 
for ducking hard questions 
— with the result that no 
one is satisfied. 

In his quest to be all things 
to all people, Mr. Clinton 
decided to let the most con- 
troversial provision of a 
highly controversial anti- 
Cuba sanctions law come 
into force. But he suspended 
its practical effect for six 
months. 

The long-awaited action 
means Americans are now 
empowered to sue in U.S. 
courts foreign firms accused 
of owning or operating 
property confiscated from 
Americans after the 1959 
Communist revolution in 
Cuba. 

But Mr. Clinton said law- 
suits cannot actually be 
filed untilFeb. 1. 

The decision on Tile HI • 
of the so-called Helms- 
Burton act conveniently 
postpones the day of reck- 
oning on the lawsuits until 
after the November elec- 
tion, at which point Mr. 


Clinton could technically 
reverse himself. 

Republican Sen. Jesse 
Helms, who co-authored the 
law, accused the president 
of displaying a “lack of 
courage" and “capitulating 
to (Cuban leader) Fidel 
Castro and his foreign busi- 
ness collaborators" with his 
■walk-the-line decision. 

Some U.S.. allies, bitterly 
outraged by the law, said 
they were relieved by Mr. 
Clinton's deferral, but the 
European Union and 
Canada announced they 
would continue with plans 
for retaliation. 

Cuba may be the most 
dramatic example of how 
presidential politics are dri- 
ving U.S. foreign policy this 
year. 

Cuban- Americans are a 
powerful force in American 
politics, especially in the 
critical state of Florida, 
which Republicans carried 
in six of the last seven pres- 
idential elections. 

This constituency has 
keenly backed tightening 
sanctions on Mr. Castro, 
with the strong support of 
Mr. Clinton's key 
Republican rivals, including 
expected presidential nomi- 


nee Bob Dole.’ 

Mr. Clinton opposed the 
law when first proposed, 
and aides were working 
with Congress to soften 
what they considered its 
most objectionable provi- 
sions. 

But when Mr. Castro in 
March shot down two civil- 
ian planes flown by Cuban- 
American exiles, killing 
four people. Mr. Clinton 
embraced the legislation in 
an about-face and joined the 
Republicans in the stam- 
pede for Cuban-American 
votes. 

The Helras-Burton law 
grams to those who owned 
property in Cuba before Mr. 
Castro seized power rights 
that were denied to 
Americans who lost proper- 
ty in Iran. China and else- 
where. 

But analysts argue that 
while Mr. Clinton, who is 
20 percentage points ahead 
of Mr. Dole in opinion 
polls, could win Florida this 
November, most Cuban- 
Americans will never sup- 
port him. 

Many are single-issue vot- 
ers. and no matter how- 
tough Mr, Clinton appears 
on Mr. Castro, he will never. 


be as tough as conservative 
Republicans, these experts 
say. 

While Mr. Clinton has 
aggressively implemented 
another controversial section of 
Helras-Burton — revoking 
visas of officers and sharehold- 
ers of certain foreign firms 
operating in Cuba — his deci- 
sion to hold off on the lawsuits 
will encourage suspicion about 
his broad commitment to the 
law. 

Another major group affect- 
ed is U.S. allies, including 
Canada. Britain and Mexico, 
who have denounced 
Washington's position and 
threatened retaliation against 
American companies and jobs 
if the lawsuits are allowed. 

They have accused the 
United States of unfair trading 
practices and are worried 
Washington might eventually 
extend penalties to foreign 
firms doing business in the 
even more lucrative markets of 
Iran and Libya. 

Heims-Bunon marks the sec- 
ond major fight the administra- 
tion has picked with its closest 
foreign friends in recent 
months, the other being its 
decision to oppose the reelec- 
tion of U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. who had 
promised to maximise the 
impact of Helms- Burton on 
Mr. Castro while minimising 
its impact on allies, has been 
publicly silent about Mr. 
Clinton’s Title III compromise 
decision. 

But he and other senior for- 
eign policy advisers are under- 
stood to have wanted Mr. 
Clinton to waive the provision 
Straight-out so lawsuits would 
not be permitted. 
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The administration needs the 
allies' help on any number of 
important foreign policy 
issues, and the ill will generat- 
ed by the Heims-Bunon con- 
troversy 
tial cost to pay 
rainate number of Cuban- 
American votes. 

Mr. Clinton has hinted he 
could bar the suits indefinitely 
if the allies join him in press- 
ing for democracy in Cuba 
But what will happen if he is 
not reelected? 
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people," in other words, is 
fine unless you happen not 
to like the results reached by 
tbe people of a particular 
community. Then a higher 
level of government can 
step in and say, sorry, devo- 
lution doesn’t apply in this 
case. 

It is really strange when 
you think about it. 
Historically, foes of social 
change defended “states’ 
rights" when that slogan 
meant defending state and 
local Jaws that denied a 
group of people — African- 
Americans — their legal 
rights. Now, foes of social 
change are willing to over- 
turn local authority if locali- 
ties use their powers to pro- 
tect the rights of a particular 
group of people, in this case 
homosexuals. 

1 do not want to pretend to 
be a radical devolationist. 
On the contrary, I believe in 
national action on matters 
ranging from civil rights to 
Social Security to health 
care and welfare. The point 
here is that many of the con- 
servatives who wrap them- 
selves in the gentle and 
appealing rhetoric of local- 
ism do not always believe 
their own slogans. If they 
can get the substantive 
result they want by going 
over the beads of local com- 
munities, they will do it 
Thus, a modest sugges- 
tion: The next time you hear 
a politician praise govern- 
ments “closer to and more 
sensitive to the people," ask 
him if be is willing to 
defend the authority of 
Boulder and Aspen to pass 
laws sensitive to the rights 
of gay people. If he says no, 
you have a right to question 
whether he really believes 
wbat he is saying abour 
devolution. 
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Help us live clean 


To the Editor: 


I am ten years old. 

I am very u.’pset that the trucks and vans are polluting 
earthT “ W<? breathe> 11 can m ever Y human being on 
Please do something about it and thank you. 


Rakan Ammouri, 
• Amman. 
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By Charles Arthur 

IN FOUR years’ time, 
many computers may take a 
spectacular leap back in 
time to 1900 — because 
their internal clocks calcu- 
late that is the year which 
follows 1999. 

The effects could be dra- 
matic, and are so far-reach- 
ing that they were debated 
in parliament For example, 
in one of the “nightmare 
scenarios” people born in 
1965 might receive the star- 
tling news that though they 
are only 35 their pensions 
are available for collection. 

The problem would arise 
if the computer system 
administering pensions for 
the Department of Social 
Security (DSS) contains the 
programming flaw known 
as the “Millennium Bug”. 
This common error is 
caused when data about the 
year is contracted to a two- 
digit number. 

In that case, the pensions 
system would calculate 
someone's age by substract- 
ing their date of birth — 
recorded as “65” — from 
the present year, which 
would be “00”, and decid- 
ing that the person must be 
65 years old. 

Government departments 
were unable to give con- 
crete estimates of how 
much the changes to the 
programmes which make 
such calculations will cost, 
or when they would be 
complete. 

The DSS’s computer 
branch, the IT Systems 
Agency, admitted that it 
does not yet know what the 
full impact will be on the 
day after Dec. 31, 1999. It 
does know, however, that 
many of its thousands of 
computer systems will be 
affected. 

“We aim to make sure that 
nobody will be affected,” a 
spokeswoman said. “We are 
sure that the changes can be 
made within the normal 


maintenance and upgrade 
routines. There is no risk 
that key benefits syste ms 
will fail.” 

Government departments 
generally are rapidly run- 
ning out of time to find and 
fix the hidden problems in 
the thousands of computer 
systems which are date- 
dependent. The problem is 
worst on large mainframe 
systems — such as those 
used to process benefits and 
tax payments — but also 
occurs on personal comput- 
ers (PCs). 

The problem is not limit- 
ed to government: banks 
and insurance companies 
also face big problems. But 
according to Jacky Olivier, 
of the computing services 
company Hoskyns, many 
managers are not thinkin g 
carefully enough about the 
possible effects. Some, she 
adds, are “in denial” about 
the possible effects. “It's an 
issue for everybody. The 
only question is, how big is 
the mountain that they have 
to climb. For some compa- 
nies, it could be life-threat- 
ening,” she said. 

Malting the change is not 
simply a matter of resetting 
the computer's internal 
clock to 1900 and adding 
100 to any substruction. 
This could result in benefits 
being offered on a Sunday, 
because some payments are 
triggered by a particular 
day of the week — and Jan. 
1. 1900 was a Monday, 
whereas Jan. 1, 2000 will 
be a Saturday. 

Ms. Olivier provides con- 
sultancy and advice to 
organisations planning for 
the programming changes. 
“A big organisation, such as 
a bank, will have 10.000 
different programmes con- 
taining date information 
which must be checked,” 
she said. 

“That's probably three 
days’ work per programme. 
That's a total of 30,000 
work-days — or 1 15 work- 



years. The cost of doing 
that is in the millions. The 
worst thing is that there's 
no business benefit from 
doing it, except that you 
won’t go bust.” 


The Inland Revenue say 
that the cost of making the 
changes will be subsumed 
into its computing budget. 
With so many interlocking 
computer systems — from 


local government, banks 
and departments — requir- 
ing change, the possibilities 
for error are huge. 

Tbe DSS said that it Is 
concerned, for " example. 


about data arriving from 
local government about 
bousing benefit. “Any 
change has to be done in 
conjunction with tbe rest of 
government and associated 


organisations,” a 

spokesman said. 

However, the DSS has 
been working oo the prob- 
lem only since last year, 
and could not provide any 


information about how 
many people were con- 
cerned with the project.. 


The Independent 


Cambodian tattoos protect only so far 


By Leo Dobbs 
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PHNOM PENH — Lieu- 
tenant General Nbek Bun 
Chhay, like countless 
Cambodian fighting men 
over the centuries, wears 
a blanket of tattoos across 
his chest and a string of 
talismans and boar tusks 
around his neck. 

“It is a Cambodian 
belief to have this protec- 
tion against bullets,” the 
armed forces deputy chief 
of staff told Reuters, 
before claiming: “Many 
times I have been shot at 
but never hit.” 

While the stocky gener- 
al and Cambodia's tattoo 
masters swear by the 
power of the ancient 
designs, maimed soldiers 
in hospitals around the 
country seem to tell 
another story about the 
efficacy of the pictorial 
panaceas and magic 
medallions they sport. 

“Before I believed in it 
very much, but I don’t 
rely on it after I lost my 
tk right forearm in a mine 
blast.” said Hem Saron. 
29, at Phnom Penh's 
Preah Ket Mealea mili- 
tary hospital, adding that 
the chest tattoos had pro- 
tected him for eight years. 

“The magic’s gone from 
my body.. .For the first 
one or two years it was 
strong, then it became 
less and less and now it’s 
gone." added the intelli- 
gence agent who lost his 
limb while on a mission 
against Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas last January. 
Keo Vibol. a tattoo mas- 
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ter whose body is a blue* 
black blur of ink animals, 
ancient script, ornate 
designs and human fig- 
ures, acknowledges the 
magic can fail but main- 
tains this is because the 
wearer has not followed 
the instructions of his kru 
(teacher). 

“When the person warn 
the tattoo does something 
wrong and forgets what 
their teacher said, some- 
thing will happen to 
him. said the former 
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monk turned soldier, who 
has pricked protective 
images on to the skins of 
thousands of soldiers and 
civilians. 

General Nhek Bun 
Chhay, who has been 
wearing tattoos for more 
than 15 years, agreed, 
saying: “Some men who 
have this are protected, 
some not — you have to 
do some good deeds." 

Keo Vibol takes great 
care in the preparation 
and execution of the tat- 
toos after his clients have 


chosen from hundreds of 
designs, some centuries 
old, that he has been car- 
rying for years in tattered 
notebooks and on scraps 
of paper. 

“I use a special needle 
and make a special (Bud- 
dhist) sermon to the nee- 
dle so when it pierces tbe 
skin it can’t bleed or 
hurt." the 43-year-old 
army major said, before 
practising his art on a 
grim-feced colleague as 
incense burned on a near- 
by altar. 


Tbe rusty-Jooking nee- 
dle. more like a dart that 
had been fitted onto the 
end of an umbrella spoke, 
was charged with black 
ink made from animal 
bile. Keo Vibol kept up a 
continuous chant as he 
jabbed the needle in and 
out of the chest flesh. 

He says his own tattoos 
have protected him from 
mines and bullets for the 
past two decades, while 
his wife Sang Savin 
swears to the properties 
of the simple but distinc- 


tive tattoos that cross the 
top of her chest and run 
down one calf and a fore- 
arm. * 

Sang Savin firmly 
believes in their power 
and recalls an incident 
from when she had lived 
at a guerrilla camp during 
the 1980s civil war. “At 
one time I followed my 
husband and the person 
without tattoos who kept 
behind me stepped on a 
mine. But I was all right 
and so was my husband.” 
Siv Toun, deputy head 


of Phnom Penh Universi- 
ty’s History Department 
said Chinese visitors to 
Cambodia wrote in the 
1st century A.D. that the 
locals went around naked 
“and one could clearly 
see tattoos on tbe skin". 

He said this period, 
known as the Funan era, 
was one of hand-to-hand 
combat between protago- 
nists armed with axes, 
spears and swords and tbe 
tattoos were “to protect 
against the weapons”. 

Son Soubert a senior 


parliamentarian and 
French-educated intellec- 
tual, said the use of tat- 
toos to ward off evil and 
misfortune probably 
came to Cambodia cen- 
turies ago with Indian set- 
tlers who practised Vedic 
(ancient Hindu) rituals. 

“Tbe tattoo's supposed 
to have some magic... It's 
a kind of mantra (Vedic 
hymn) and y antra. The 
design is called y antra 
and the text is called 
mantra,” added the MP. 

He said neighbouring 



Thais believed tattoos 
bearing the Khmer script 
were more powerful and 
“they still use the Khmer 
script". 

Many soldiers, like 
Nhek Bun Chhay and 
Keo Vibol, also believe in 
the power of animal teeth, 
talismans and Buddha 
images, which are placed 
in the mouth for protec- 
tion during the heat of 
battle. 

But cynics relate the 
tale of 22-year-old Singa- 
porean disc jockey Qii- 
ang Hock Guan who 
bought a talisman for 
$1,500 from a Cambodi- 
an last year and then 
insisted on testing its 
magic powers — he died 
later that day from a bul- 
let wound in the stomach. 

Defence Secretary of 
State Ek Sereywath said 
not everyone wore tattoos 
and talismans as protec- 
tive devices but rather as 
lures, explaining: “Some 
playboys have this to 
attract women.” 
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World Bank boosts lending Algiers reschedules debt 
to North Africa, Mideast but needs more reforms 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The World Bank accorded 
loans worth $1,655 billion 
(o countries in North Africa 
and the Middle East in fis- 
cal 1996, up from $999 mil- 
lion the previous year, Bank 
Vice President Kemal Der- 
vis said Friday. The bank's 
fiscal year 1996 ended June 
30, during which 24 new 
projects in eight countries 
were supported. 

Officials, who are opti- 


mistic about the pace of 
economic growth in the 
region, said they hope to be 
able to giant $1.9 billion in-, 
loans in 1997. 

Morocco, which received 
$540 million, and Algeria, 
$428 million, were the 
largest beneficiaries. “Alge- 
ria has made tremendous 
efforts for two or three 
years,” Mr. Dervis said. 

*<We are very impressed 
and happy but at the same 


time, there is a very high 
unemployment level and 
they have to create a mod- 
ern private sector,” be 
added 

The Palestinian National 
Authority was granted 
loans worth $60 million in 
fiscal 1996 to help finance 
two reconstruction and 
infrastructure projects. 

Loans for social develop- 
ment in such sectors as edu- 
cation and health amounted 


to $446.5 million while 
those designed to strength- 
en banking and finance 


PARIS (R) — Algeria has 
completed rescheduling 
agreements for $15.5 bil- 
lion of its foreign debt, giv- 


opexations came to $408.7 1 ing the country battered by 


million. 

In addition to Algeria, 
Morocco and the Palestin- 
ian National Authority, the 
bank approved loans to the 
following: Egypt, $172 mil- 
lion: Jordan, $120 million; 
Lebanon. $70 million; 
Tunisia, $98-7 million; and 
Yemen, $166.3 million. 


Russian economy fails to ignite in first half 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
economy foiled to pull ,out 
of recession in the first half 
of this year, figures have 
showed, despite promises 
by ministers that recovery 
was just around the corner. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP), the broadest mea- 
sure of economic activity, 
was five per cent lower in 
the first six months of this 
year than in the first half of 
1995, the State Statistics 
Committee said in its 
monthly repeat. 

GDP in June was a steep 
nine per cent lower than a 
year earlier after a seven 
per cent drop in May. 

The economy was dis- 
rupted by a series of public 
holidays in May, and the 
first round of the presiden- 
tial election in June, and 
economists say that the 
official data probably 
understate the strength of 
the new private sector. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
who won another term in 
the Kremlin in the election, 
and his ministers have said 
the economy was poised 
for recovery this year from 
five years of recession. 

But last month Economy 
Minister Yevgeny Yasin 
acknowledged that the 

economy would probably 
contract again this year. 

The official figures 
showed former progress on 
one of the main economic 
achievements of Mr. 

Yeltsin’s first administra- 
tion — the fight against 
inflation. 

The year-on-year rise in 
the consumer price index 
slowed in June to 50.2 per 


cent — the lowest level 
since reforms started in 
1992 — from 58.4 per cent 
in May. 

But a warning sign that 
inflationary pressures have 
not been defeated came in 
a rise in producer prices — 
the prices charged by fac- 
tories for their products — 
to 1.6 per cent a month in 
June from 1.1 per cent in 
May. 

Unemployment, shown 
by opinion polls to be less 
of a concern to Russians 
than inflation, was unc- 
hanged in June at 6.S mil- 
lion, or 8.9 per cent of the 
workforce, calculated acc- 
ording to international me- 
thods. 

Economists, predicting 
growth only in 1997, said 
the lumbering Russian 
economy faces a tough sec- 
ond half as the government 
grapples with foiling 
smaller banks and sky-high 
interest rates. ‘There is 
the aftermath of the elec- 
tion to be absorbed, and 
that will take them until the 
end of the year,'* said 
World Bank chief econo- 
mist Vlad-imir Konovalov. 

Like many economists, 
Mr. Konovalov predicted 
that 1997 will see real 
growth in the economy, 
and in some sectors before 
then. 

But budget and political 
uncertainty, And the fallout 
from attempts to lower 
interest rates, including the 
expected spillover failure 
of a number of smaller 
commercial banks, mean 
the economy has little 
chance of growing this 


year, many say. 

Russian government fig- 
ures show that die econo- 
my is still shrinking, 
though as late as March 
first Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Vladimir Kadannikov 
said the economy would 
grow in 1996. 

President Yeltsin said 
last week after his election 
victory that the main eco- 
nomic goal was to revive 
production. 

Financiers and econo- 
mists see Mr. Yeltsin's 
election victory as a man- 
date for continuing reform 
and the appointment of lib- 
eral Anatoly Chubais to 
head Mr. Yeltsin’s staff as 
important, but say the 
course of day-to-day eco- 
nomic policy remains 
unclean 

“We had a positive sig- 
nal when Chubais was 
appointed bead of staff. 
But let’s see who is going 
to be the minister of econ- 
omy, who is going to be die 
minister of finance,” said 
Pavel Teplukhin, chief 
economist at Troika-Dia- 
log Investment Bank. 

Mr. Konovalov predict- 
ed the new administration 
team would rein in die bud- 
get deficit, which bal- 
looned in the second quar- 
ter as the government spent 
according to plan but foiled 
to collect taxes according- 
ly, causing - some short- 
term setbacks. 

“The government has to 
absorb all the overspending 
in the first half of the year, 
which will cause some 
pain among some banks,” 
he said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Church tribunal 
5 Pigment 
10 Muslim factotum 

14 Cupid 

15 Abase 

16 Diamond 
number 

17 Standard 

18 Jewish festival 

19 Card game for 
three 

20 Command to a 
shirker? 

22 Michelangelo 
work 

23 Seagirt lands; 

Fr. 

24 impetuous 

25 Trite 

27 Toothless 

31 Cretan port 

32 Lop off 

33 U.S. neighbor 

34 Formicary 
residents 

35 Poem division 

36 Capt. Hook's 
aide 

37 Scrooge’s word 

38 — Island. NY 

39 British guns 

40 Iditarod power 

42 Gel a move on 

43 Ue in ambush 

44 Israeli dance 

45 States 

47 "Veni, vidi, ..." 

52 Not taped 

53 Plant of hot 
regions 

54 Cleo's waterway 

55 Accomplishes 

56 Pirate 

57 Common abbr. 

58 “ — fair ip love..." 

59 Lock oChair 

60 Fender flaw } 

DOWN 

1 Author Ayn 

2 Melville novel 

3 Conservative 

4 Wardrobes 

5 Fish hawk 

6 Freshwater fish 

7 Mata — 
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8 Discharge 

9 Unit of radiation 

10 Be resolute 

1 1 Spillane hero 

12 Med. sch. subj. 

13 “I — man with..." 

21 Radius' partner 

22 Glass section 

24 U.S. attorney 
general 

25 Panama, e.g. 

26 Honest 

27 Sea birds 

28 Obligation 

29 Very small 

30 Former spouses 

31 Taxis 

32 Sharp pain 

35 Chef 

36 Filtered 

38 USN officers: 
abbr. 

39 Certain 

41 Coercion 

42 Baseball swats 

44 Rich people 

45 TV’s "Hawkeye" 
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46 Fretted 

. instrument 

47 Stravinsky 

48 Spefunkers' 
milieu 


49 Location 

50 Author 
Milne 

51 Wale 

53 Garfunkel 


He said the government 
would probably not fullfil 
expensive election promis- 
es, which are keeping ner- 
vous investors at toy, in or- 
der to meet austere fiscal 
targets agreed with the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund. 

A fund mission is in 
Moscow this week to rev- 
iew performance under a 
$10 Ullion three-year pro- 
gramme agreed in Febru- 
ary, and a severe shortfall 
in budgeted tax revenues, 
threatening the targets, is 
top of their concerns, offi- 
cials say. Prime Minister 
Victor Che-rnomyrdin this 
week ordered the finance 
ministry to cut new trea- 
sury bill issues to bring 
down interest rates, free- 
ing up capital for invest- 
ment 


political violence and years 
of decline a better chance to 
implement free- market 

reforms, analysis say. 

Algeria said Saturday it 
tod rescheduled another 
$1.0 billion in commercial 
debt, concluding the cycle 
of debt rescheduling with 
commercial banks ami offi- 
cial creditors. 

The amount of debt 
rescheduled since 1994 is 
roughly half of Algeria’s 
total foreign debt estimated 
at the end of 1995 at S 32 
billion, much of it incurred 
a decade ago when crude 
oil prices crashed and the 
country borrowed heavily 
to keep its centralised econ- 
omy going and sustain pub- 
lic sector industries. 

Four years of political 
violence and economic sab- 
otage by Islamist rebels 
bent on ousting the secular 
government took their toll 
on the economy. Algeria 
saw the first sign of an eco- 
nomic turnaround last year 
when agriculture led to 
growth of 4.1 per cent, 
reversing 10 yean of eco- 
nomic decline. 

The government says that 
despite positive indicators 
for the first half of 1996, 
when gross domestic prod- 


Japanese foreign investment 
rise by 15.8 per cent 

TOKYO (AFP) — Foreign direct investment by Japan rose 
15.8 per cent from a year earlier to 4,956.8 billion yen 
($46.8 billion ) in the year to March, the finance ministry 
has said . 

It said foreign direct investment for the year to March 
was spread over 2,863 cases and compared with 2,478 
cases worth 4,280.8 billion yen the previous year. 

The leading destination for Japanese direct investment 
was the United Stales and Canada, which attracted a com- 
bined 2,239.4 Union yen, or 45.2 per cent of the totaL 


uct (GDP) grew at an annu- 
al rate of five per cent, it is 
worried by the poor perfor- 
mance of industry, into 
which the state poured bil- 
lions of petrodollars during 
the oil boom years in a 
massive industrialisation 
drive. 

The industrial sector 
remains an albatross which 
the government says has 
held back growth in the 
non-hydrocarbons sector, 
and is pulling the economy 
down. 

Under its economic 
reform programme, the 
North African state is trying 
to lessen dependence on 
crude on exports — oil and 
gas sales account for more 
than 95 per cent of exports. 
It has targeted growth of 
5.5 per cent in the non- 
hydrocarbons sector by the 
end of the century. 

The violence has crippled 
10 per cent of Algerian 
industry and industrial pro- 
duction, excluding oil and 
gas, fell 2.1 per cent in the 
first quarter ' of this year 
compared with the same 
period in 1995. 

Unsold production, high 
costs of debt servicing, 
unpaid salaries and the 
impact of the dinar’s deval- 
uation in 1993 has raised 
the sector’s debt to 128 bil- 
lion dinars ($2.4 billion) at 
the end of the first three 
months of 1996 compared 
with 100 billion in the same 
period last year. 

Sabotage by Muslim 
rebels, who often blow up 
gas pipelines, have cost 
Algeria $2 billion in losses 
since the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) began 


a violent struggle for power 
in 1992. 

Faced with a poor per- 
forming and indebted pub- 
lic sector gnawing at state 
funds and a population 
growing at a rate of 2.9 per 
cent — half the population 
of 28 million under the age 
of 20 and foe majority is 
unemployed — the govern- 
ment embarked on an eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

Under -foe plan, supported 
by the World Bank and foe 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Algeria moved 
to dismantle its state-con- 
trolled economy, liberalise 
trade and encourage private 
sector investment into 
infrastructure projects pre- 
viously the domain of state 
enterprises. 

It plans to privatise small 
and medium-sized enter- 
prises and transform larger 
state concerns into holding 
companies with fixed per- 
formance targets as a pre- 
lude to future sell-offs. 

In recent months it has 
levied higher income taxes 
on foe wealthy and raised 
taxes on beer, cigarettes and 
petrol to raise funds for 
bousing projects and new 
jobs. The private sector has 
been invited to participate 
in road-construction pro- 
jects and foe first private 
bank has started operations. 

Natural gas exports from 
Algeria are expected to 
double over foe next three 
years, resulting in addition- 
al earnings of $3 billion to 
end 1998, the end of foe 
rescheduling period when 
the debt servicing ratio as a 
percentage of exports will 
rise again. ! 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eacH square, lo Itorm 
four ordinary words. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


Perfume 


. By Glasbergen 
eiASBEPGBr^ I 


NALBA 


6l WNUflMM MUM Sntoa, me 
wwBhemmwa. 

LALIV I 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mika Arghton 


,1 i 

BRAVO ( 

I 1 I 




THAYCC 


LURSEY 


m rfc 

WTO 


WHAT THE WINDOW 
TREATMENT MAN 
TUfSNEP ACTOR 
LCVBP TO GET 

>■— . — 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


‘I need to revive my marriage. 
Got anything that contains 
smelling salts? 


Answer:, 


Yesterday's 


{Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: PEACE SURLY CHALET BROKER 
Answer What the matrons considered their mall 
conversation - "SHOP' TALK 


Peanuts 


here's THE plan, 

MARCIE..WE START 
D166IN6 TONIGHT.. 



WE D16 STRAIGHT DO ti)N 
FOR FIVE FEET, AND 
THEN WE TUNNEL A 
HUNDRED HARDS OUT 
AND UNDER THE FENCE.. 


I VE STARTED 
Dl6eiN6,SJR.. 
I GOT DOWN 
THREE INCHES.. 



Mutt’nJeff 





HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
I SUNDAY, JULY 
21, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES; (March 21 to 
April 19) Get your home 
looking more charming 
during the daytime today, 
however, be careful in the 
outside world later this 
evening. 'Something 
unexpected lurks in the 
background which will 
be quite exciting if you 
handle it correctly. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Get at the recre- 
ations you most enjoy 
during the daytime today, 
however, new contacts 
might disappoint you so 
be prepared for a let 
down and handle it in 
stride. Later tonight you 
can spend some time with 
your loved ones. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) If you are most 
charming at home, you 
can have more harmony 
there today and in foe 
days ahead. Don't annoy 
your mate this evening or 
you will discover how 
disagreeable this person 
can "be if he or she is 
crossed, 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) A mes- 
sage you get can be most 
delightful for you during 
foe daytime today. Later . 
tonight steer clear of self- 
seeking people who are 
only interested in their 
own pleasures and would 
not be interested in any of 
your own ideas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day 
today to make your home 
more charming and tidy, 
however, take it easy in 
the evening. Labour on 
your budget and deter- 
mine if there are any 
areas which you can 
make improvement in foe 
days ahead. 

VtRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
fine day today to improve 
your appearance ana take 
any health treatments 
which you will need. For- 
get a pleasure this 
evening which is too 
costly and could put you 
in a financial bind for foe 
days ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get into | 
whatever private aims 1 
most motivate you during 
foe daytime today, and j 
relieve tensions at home 
between your loved ones 
in foe evening so that you 
will be at your best when 
an opportunity presents 
itself. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Your 
close friends have good 
ideas for entertainment 
today, so go along with 
them. Steer clear at a con 
artist this evening who is 
only out for your finan- 
cial status and has no 
interest on your success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- j 
ember 22 to December 
21) Get into foe outside 
world today and improve 
relationships with regular -i 
contacts, however, be I 
more economical this 
evening and keep track 
where every penny of 
your hard earned money 
end up or you can find j 
yourself in difficulty. \ 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Take a 
little trip today to accu- 
mulate the information 
which is important to you v 
in foe morning, however, ** 
don’t push personal aims 
in the evening or you 
could discover that you 
are two steps back 
instead of forward. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) If you 
are more thoughtful of 
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vour mate today, this can 
be a most pleasant day 
for you. Solve a personal 


difficulty tonight which 
has been present for some 
time ana you will gain 
foe success which you 
desire. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Show outside ! 
contacts today that you 
want to be more coopera- 
tive in the days ahead and 
gain goodwill. Make this 
an enjoyable for your 
loved ones and plan. some 
fan activities for them 
which will make every- U 
one happy. r 


Birtbstone of July: Ru- 
by — Tiger's Eye. 
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SYDNEY (R) — The 
Hollywood film studio 
Metro- Goldwyn- Mayer 
(MGM) was sold for 
$1.3 billion to a group 
consisting of Australians 
Seven Television Net- 
work and billionaire 
U.S. investor Kirk 
Kerkorian. 

Announcing de tails of 
the sale in Sydney, 
Seven Chairman Kerry 
Stokes said the Aus- 
tralian television net- 
work would control SO 
per cent of the studio, 
which would be floated 
in the next three to five 
years. 

Rupert Murdoch’s 
News Corp, which owns 
Fox Him studios as well 
as 15 per cent of Seven 
Television Network, 
made an unsuccessful 
bid for MGM believed 
to be worth about $1 bil- 
lion. 

“We expect to float 
MGM as a public com- 
pany,” Mr. Stokes said at 
a news conference, after 
beating rival bids from 
some of the world’s 
t largest entertainment 
companies. 

Recent hits like the 
comedy “The Birdcage” 
and James Bond film 
“Goldeneye" have 
helped rejuvenate the 
72-year-old studio and 
Mr. Stokes said the stu- 
dio was expected to 
break even this year with 
profits expected next 
year. 

Mr. Kerkorian, who 
has twice owned MGM, 
first in 1981, said the 
studio’s current manage- 
ment would be allowed 
to operate unhindered by 
the new owners. 

“If' this management 
team had "been in place 
in 1990, I would never 
bad sold the studio,” Mr. 
Kerkorian said in a state- 
ment In Los Angeles. “I 
am anxious to continue 
the efforts of the team to 
rebuild this great stu- 
dio.” 

French bank Credit 
. Lyonnais took control of 
the famous MGM roar- 
ing lion studio in 1992 
when its then owner, 
Italian financier Gian- 
carlo Parretd, defaulted 
on loans. The Kerkori- 
an/Seven offer also beat 
a matching $1.3 billion 
bid by Polygram N.V., 
the entertainment unit of 
the Dutch electronics 
giant Philips, and Holly- 
wood production com- 
pany Morgan Creek Pro- 
ductions. The Warner 
Bros film studio was the 
major backer of Morgan 
Creek. 


UAE to set up first free 
storage zone in Middle East 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has approved plans 
to set up the Middle East’s 
first free zone to include 
warehousing far oil, food, 
precious metals and other 
commodities, officials have 
said. 

The project on the 
Saadiyat island off Abn 
Dhabi will cost around $3 
billion, most of which will 
be raised through public 
subscription in the UAE 
and other countries, the 
zone’s chaipnan, Sheikh 
Hazza Ben Zayed A1 Nahay 
told reposters after 
announcing the creation of 
the zone. 

He said Abu Dhabi, the 
main, oil producer in the 
UAE, had issued a law 


forming the zone’s board 
and work would begin soon 
on the project. 

“It will be completed in 
three years. It includes a 
port, warehouses and other 
infrastructure facilities," be 
said. “The zone will have 
the capacity to store 67 
basic commodities, includ- 
ing oil, grain, gold, dia- 
mond and other precious 
metals, copper, and food- 
stuffs. There will also be 
various specialised trading 
floors and exchanges. It is 
the first project of its kind 
in the Middle East” 

Sheikh Hazza, a son of 
UAE President Zayed Ben 
Sultan A1 Nahay an. said 
investment in the project 
would be open to “as many 
local and international 


investors as possible.” 

He said commodities 
stored on the island would 
be exported to the local and 
external markets at cheaper 
prices. “There is no doubt 
this will encourage invest- 
ment in the region, espe- 
cially in the industrial sec- 
tor.” Board member Amin 
Badruddin, who is chief of 
the UAE offset programme, 
said die project would sup- 
port offset ventures in the 
Emirates by hiring more 
investors seeking cheap 
labour and materials. 

“It will also benefit banks 
and insurance companies as 
well as the housing sector. 
In general the zone will 
support the UAE economy” 
he said. 

Sheikh Hazza gave no 


further details of the zone 
or mention the level of for- 
eign investment But he 
said the board was drafting 
regulations governing busi- 
ness at foe zone and foreign 
partnership. 

Saadiyat is located some 
six kilometres east of Abo 
Dhabi and has an area of 
around 35 square kilome- 
tres. Officials said the pro- 
ject also included building a 
causeway to link the island 
to Abu Dhabi. 

The UAE, a key OPEC 
member, already has the 
biggest free trade zone in 
foe region. But the Dubai 
Jebel Ali zone, with invest- 
ment of more than $3 bil- 
lion, comprises mainly 
industrial and marketing 
units. 
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Repeated shuffling of personnel hurts 
investment climate — economist 


** Too many shufflings among key per- 
sonnel in economic fields cause greater 
damage in the administrations and regu- 
lations related to investment than that can 
be caused by slow but stable and speci- 
fied authorities such as the case in Egypt, 
economist and director general of the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation Ibrahim 
Badran said in a lecture. He called for 
downsizing the administrative cadres of 
foe government noting that the official 
civil and military personnel of the country 
account for 50 per cent of the labour force 
and that it is impractical to simplify foe 
administrative process within this huge 
number of staff and the scattered respon- 
sibilities. 

Dr. Badran criticised the investment 
promotion law for stressing the concept of 
levies and pointing out what can be 
excluded and what cannot be ruled out. 
“As such, the law focused on exemptions 
and considered it important when it is not 
the highest priority for the investor,” he 
said noting that “the investor does not 
consider paying taxes and fees as a hin- 
drance if he was well sure of the prof- 
itability of the project" 

He indicated that foe top consideration 
from an investor’s point of view is the 


investment cost which will influence the 
direction towards or away from an invest- 
ment. By reviewing foe basic components 
of costs; namely land, buildings, services, 
water, telephone, electricity, roads, equip- 
ment, transportation, training and techno- 
logical expertise. Dr. Badran insisted that 
investment cost was really high in com- 
parison with the size of the Jordanian 
market and in comparison with what other 
countries offer, especially in East Asia. 

Noting that Jotdan’s investment promo- 
tion law has not tackled such costs, the 
economist pointed out that cars, for exam- 
ple, which are not accepted to be part of a 
project and huge customs which do not 
differentiate between personal or project 
usage, also cany weight in the investor’s 
decision to invest here. 

Dr. Badran concluded bis lecture by 
indicating that Jordan is among the few 
countries that does not have a government 
body or ministry responsible for econom- 
ic management and examining its overall 
performance. He also 1 said that there were 
no recognised institutions in Jordan that 
can be referred to obtain neutral econom- 
ic data, research or even information (A1 
Aswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Beal Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 J 
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SWIMMING 
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Radio & tv Station RD 
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General view of Atlanta's Olympic Stadium with performers forming the Olympic rings and the number 100 to sig- 
nify the Centennial of the Summer Olympics, July 19 during the opening ceremonies. One hundred and ninety 
seven countries are participating in the XXVI Sommer Games (Reuters photo) 

Atlanta begins 
26 th Olympic Games 
with spectacular show 


U.S. gold medal w inning swimmer Janet Evans (right) receives the Olympic flame from UJS. bronze medal win- 
ning boxer Evander Holyfield and Greek 100m hurdler Paraskevi Patonlidou during the opening ceremonies of 
the Centennial Olympic Games (Reuters photo) 
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ATLANTA (R) — 

Muhammad AJi braved 
debilitating illness to light 
the centenary Olympic 
flame on Friday and launch 
the biggest show in sporting 
history. 

Shaking from the effects 
of Parkinson's syndrome, 
the man who won gold at 
the 1960 Rome Olympics 
and went on to become the 
most-crowned heavyweight 
took the Olympic torch 
from swimmer Janet Evans. 

He stood for several 
moments, cheered by a 
crowd of 85.000, before 
lighting a taper that sped to 
the top of a tower to ignite 
the flame that will bum 
throughout the Games. 

It was an emotional finale 
to a ceremony that mixed 
glitzy Americana with ele- 
ments of classical Greek 
mythology to pay respect to 
the Mediterranean roots of 
the Games. 

President Bill Clinton 
officially opened the 
Gai..es. which have attract- 
ed 10.000 athletes from a 
record 197 countries for 17 
days of top-level sport and 


Southern hospitality. 

A record global television 
audience of 3.5 billion 
watched as Pales tinians 
appeared on the Olympic 
stage for the first time and 
Bosnians celebrated the end 
of their bloody war. 

International Olympic 
Committee President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch hailed 
the peace in former 
Yugoslavia bi#" said:' “We 
still live in ^ world where 
human tragedies persist.” 

He called on countries 
locked in conflict to lay 
down their arms and 
observe a truce during the 
Games in the tradition of 
ancient Olympia. 

Before Ali appeared the 
showstopper had been a 
giant temple of Zeus deco- 
rated with living silhouettes 
of Olympian athletes. It was 
poetry in motion, a giant 
Greek frieze springing mag- 
ically to life. 

On a hot, steamy night in 
Georgia, spectators cheered 
to celebrate a jamboree of 
American exuberance and 
classical ancient Greece. 

For Atlanta Games mas- 


termind Billy Payne, it was 
a dream finally fulfilled. 

In a brash city- where 
hyperbole reigns supreme, 
he hailed the Atlanta Games 
as “the greatest peacetime 
event in modem history’*. 

The real estate lawyer 
won his city's confidence 
and then persuaded the 
giant corporations of the 
world onside to foot the 
$1.7 billion. bill for the pri- 
vately-fundedGames. 

The stadium ' was 
enveloped in American 
razzmatazz with marching 
bands, cheerleaders in a 
bizarre ballet of pickup 
trucks. Motown star Gladys 
Knight sang “Georgia on 
My Mind” to tumultuous 
applause. 

U.S. Thunderbird jets 
roared over the stadium, 
fireworks erupted in the 
night sky and the crowd 
joined -in with a giant 
Mexican wave. 

The athletes poured onto 
the track but were soon 
snarled up as badly as the 
traffic in central Atlanta. 
They stopped to take photos 
and wave to friends in the 


stands. 

Despite the international 
outpouring of goodwill, the 
evening was tempered by 
tragedy as Americans 
remembered the 230 people* 
killed on Wednesday night 
when a TWA jumbo jet 
crashed off New York. 

The disaster put Clinton in 
reflective mood and be paid 
special tribute to 16 school- * 
children who perished in the 
fireball/ 1 

“Let us remember the 
dreams these children 
shared, die dream of making 
the most of their own lives," 
he told CBS Radio before 
opening the Games. 

Security was tightened as 
30,000 personnel — the 
largest peacetime force 
assembled in U.S. history 
— sought to justify the 
organisers' proud boast that 
one of America's most vio- 
lent cities would become 
the safest place on earth. 

Hollywood impressario 
Don Mischer’s fervent wish 
for a rain-free night in the 
deep south came true and 
his slickly choreographed 
show ran like clockwork. 
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Back-lit dancers create silhouettes depicting the classical poses of Greek athletes as part of the opening ceremonies 
of the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta (Renters photo) 


Rich Olympic elite snub the village idiots 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Dream Team Ill's snubbing of the 
Olympic village has led a host of elite no-shows at the 
overcrowded housing area, ending any illusion about 
meaningful social unity for the world’s top sport figures. 

Missing from the much-criticised official living quar- 
ters are Andre Agassi. Michael Johnson, Carl Lewis. 
Linford Christie and the entire British track delegation as 
well as the multi-millionaire United States basketball 
stars. 

“The Olympic experience — what these words mean to 
people is different." Dream Team guard John Stockton 
said. *‘In my case, it has never meant going into the vil- 
lage and meeting everybody. It's standing on the medal 
platform and watching the stars and stripes go up. 

“We have people that have special security considera- 
tions. We can’t back down from that." 

Like Michael Jordan and the original Dream Team in 
Barcelona, this group is staying in a nearby hotel, sur- 
rounded by private security guards. 

It is also better preparation for winning gold to stay at a 
luxury hotel than in the village, where with 10,000 
expected in the village and more thirn 11.000 living there, 
those who con afford to stay away are doing so in droves. 

“Can you imagine all these NBA guys in the village?” 
Dream Team forward Gram Hill asked. “Can you imag- 
ine Michael Jordan in the village? No. We will be staying 
in a hotel. 

“I don't want to be locked up in my room. I want to 
enjoy the entire Olympic experience. This is my first 
Olympics and there is no guarantee I will get back." 

Scottie Pippen. back from the original Dream Team. 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 

1 PHILADELPHIA 


said players would like to relax with other Olympians, 
but they fear the risk of being locked in with 1 1,000 oth- 
ers who are drawn to them like moths to the brightest 
Olympic flame. 

"If forced to stay in the village, I think we would," 
Pippen said. “It's a place we would like to stay and hang 
around with all the other athletes. But we're such highly 
recognised athletes that it's hard to walk in the village 
and enjoy our freedom." 

Many of those living in the village are finding only 
freedom of misery. 

“The bedrooms in the village are small” said Russian 
pole vaulter Igor Trandenkov, a 1992 silver medalist 
“There is no television and the food was a lot better in 
Barcelona. 

“I would rather be in Barcelona.” 

But there are some who live in the village and love it 
world tennis co-number one Monica Seles and swimmer 
Janet Evans among them. 

“I just ate lunch by myself in the village,” Evans said. 
“There were people all around me speaking different lan- 
guages and I thought ‘this is really cool.*” 

Seles, out two years after being stabbed in the back in 
1993. said she has no security worries in the village. 

“The security is unbelievable ” Seles said. “I feel safe in 
the village and on the tennis courts.” 
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Members of the United States’ delegation, led by flag carrier Bruce Baumgartner, enter the Olympic Stadium dur-^ 
ing the opening ceremonies of the XXVI Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 

Oldest living Olympian honoured 

ATLANTA (R) — Leon Stukelj, 97, the world’s oldest living Olympic champion, looked half his age as he trotted into 
the Atlanta Games arena during Friday's opening ceremony. 

Slovenian Stukelj, winner of a gymnastics gold at the 1924 Paris Olympics, had a real spring in his step as he was 
given a rousing welcome by the crowd. v 

Smiling and waving, he took centre stage with fellow champions like swimmer Mark Spitz and lone iuraper Bob 
Beamon. BJ ^ 

Eight times gold medallist Carl Lewis sprang forward to shake his hand and Romanian gymnast Nadia Comaneci nave 
him a big kiss. . ^ 
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Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau ... 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


— - : ;• 

Layla ElwL.in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


*. ' •••; TEL: 677420 

CONCORD . 


ftmrooiin Wealth & Cinema 

. -V-TEL: 6i^:-ffi8275; • 


CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows: 1:00, 5:00, 8:30 _ 
"""“CONCORD “2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 9:30 (film duration-3 hours) 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


• - :;I ' - Vmsm 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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hold: 

*J7Z OSS 0 A 109S *J104sj 


i* ran t 

What do you respond? 

0.3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*1098 <77 oQ J 107 5 «QJ104 
has 


IV mn 

What action do you take? 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hnM~ 

*43 CA3 OAKS *A Q 10 7 B 3 
partner opens the bidding with one 


Q.5 - ^ South, vulneniUe, you 

hold: 

*Q8 W 0KQJ784S *33 



What do you bid now? 


0,6 - Both Yubemble, as South 
you hold: , 

*Q IQS 4 <383 OA988* +AK| 


SOUTH WEST 
xc SO P“* 
|*w* P«*« ? 

| What do you bid now? 




Members of the Palestinian delegation, the first ever sent to the Olympics, wave as they arrive at the Olympic Sta- 
dium during the opening ceremonies of the XXVI Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 

Palestine marches on to Olympic stage 


ATLANTA (R) — Pales- 
tine proudly male its entry 
on the Olympic stage Fri- 
day as a record 197 coun- 
tries put aside political dif- 
ferences and marched 
together at the opening cer- 
emony of the Atlanta 
Games. 

The small Bosnian team 
were led into the stadium 
by marathon runner Islam 
Dzugum, the only team 
member who stayed in 
Bosnia for the entire recent 
war. He defied snipers by 
running through the streets 
of Sarajevo to train when 
the city was under siege 
from Bosnian Serb guns. 

The two-athlete Palestine 
squad, marching behind the 
new country’s green, red, 
white and black flag, was 
one of 10 making tbeir 
debut at the first Games 
where every invitation from 
the International Olympic 
committee was accepted. 

But one country, Eritrea, 
was not invited. 

Two Eritrean cyclists flew 
into Stlanta on Friday with 
tickets to the opening cere- 


mony but they were not 
allowed to lake part in the 
march past because tbeir 
country does not fulfil the 
requirements of the 
Olympic charter. 

‘This is a historical 
moment — a great moment 
to see our delegation 
among all the other delega- 
tions, to see our flag raised 
between all the other flags 
and to hear our national 
anthem, 1 ' said Palestine 
team spokesman Saad Hak- 
oura. 

Hakoura said Palestine’s 
delegation had been warm- 
ly welcomed by others at 
the Centenary Games. They 
had yet to meet Israel’s 
team but he was sure there 
would be no problems. 

‘‘We treat everyone the 
same, equal. We are sport- 
ing athletes and we have 
the spirit of peace,” he said. 

Israel had demanded the 
Palestine team operate 
under the name “Palestin- 
ian Authority”, because it 
claimed the name Palestine 
violated guidelines of peace 
accords in the region. 


The IOC refused to coun- 
tenance a change. In 1972 
Palestinian guerrillas killed 
11 Israeli athletes at the 
Munich Olympics. 

Athletes from Dominica, 
Guinea-Bissau and Burundi 
were also present for the 
first time, inarching into the 
Olympic stadium with 
squads from former Soviet 
republics such as Kaza- 
khstan and Uzbekistan who 
have also never taken part 
under tbeir own flag. 

At the 1992 Gaines in 
Barcelona, Estonia. Lithua- 
nia and Latvia put out inde- 
pendent teams but the 
re mainin g ex-Soviet 

republics competed as the 
unified team. Individual 
winners had the flags from 
their own republics raised 
at medal ceremonies. 

Hong Kong's team parad- 
ed for the last time ^before 
China takes it over in 1997, 
although the British colony 
will be allowed to maintain 
its Olympic identity. 

South Korea marched' 
behind a banner reading 
“Korea” while its northern 


neighbour and sworn 
enemy was included among 
the countries beginnniog 
with P, marching as the 
Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. 

In Barcelona the 
Yugoslav team was made to 
pay for its military aggres- 
sion, marching in the open- 
ing ceremony under an 
Olympic flag. It was 
banned from team sports 
but individual athletes were 
allowed to compete. 

In Atlanta they are back 
as a full team. But the 
bloody war in the Balkans 
remains firmly in the mind 
of some athletes. 

Samir Karabasic was one 
of six potential Olympic 
canoeists in Bosnia when 
the war started. The others 
are now dead. 

“To represent not only 
Bosnia but also all the peo- 
ple killed for freedom In 
Bosnia, that’s what it means 
for me,” said table tennis 
player Tarik Hodzic this 
week. 


Bevilacqua vows to compete despite ban threat 


ATLANTA (R) — Italy’s 
leading high jumper 
Aotonella Bevilacqua, 
under the threat of a doping 
ban, vowed on Friday to 
fight any efforts to stop her 
competing in the Olympics. 

“I’m clean. Competing 
means a lot to me and I’m 
determined to be there,” she 
said in a telephone inter- 
view from her home in the 


southern Italian town of 
Foggia. 

“If they ban me I will 
lodge an appeal so that I 
can continue to compete. 

T would cry if I were to 
win a medal and they then 
took it away from me. But 
the thing they can't take 
away is my dignity.” 

Bevilacqua plans to travel 
to Atlanta on Monday and 


take her place in the Italian 
team despite indications 
that the International Ama- 
teur Athletic Federation 
(IAAJF) is poised to sus- 
pend her following two 
positive drug tests. 

Bevilacqua, one of the top 
six jumpers in the world 
this year, was caught with 
the banned stimulant 
epbedrine in her body twice 


in May. 

However, an Italian panel 
accepted her defence that 
she took the substance by 
mistake in a Chinese herbal 
medicine she bought over- 
the-counter to lose weight 

The panel opted not to 
impose the compulsory 
three-month suspension. 


Furnished Or Unfurnished Apartments 

Located next to the Chinese Embassy in Al Rabieh. 
Each apartment consists of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, sitting rooms, kitchen and dinging 
rooms, with a telephone and central heating. 

For more information call 602547 


NEUJ APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with garden, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, guest room, reception, central 
heating, balcony with a nice view, large 
kitchen, separate entrance, car garage. 
Location: Urn Al Summaq, north. 

Call: 699246 


Secretary Required 
For a Medical Clinic 

- Fluent in written and spoken English 
and Arabic.' 

- Excellence in computer skills is a must. 

- 3 years minimum experience. 

You should apply with CV and 
applications form. Contact Ms. 

Naheel Nassar at 865199 Ext 764. 



' - Brand new. 

- 2 floors, American style. 

- 4 large salons, containing 2 fire places. 

- 6 large bedrooms, including a master bedroom 6x7 m. 
with a changing room and a Jacuzzi bath. 

- Lafge granite kitchen 6x8 m, with a breakfast comer. 

- A large garden contains a large green surface “grass" 
and plenty of roses, plants. 60 fruit trees, and around 
20 pine trees. 

- Land area around 1500 sq.m. 

- Building surface area 750 sq.m. 
plus other extras. 

Site: jubalha, behind Al Louzi petrol station “Grade A" 
Villas area: 

Faes: JD 30,000 “unfurnished” 


Call Tel: 602182 
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)RIPA 

INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS 



Own A Vacation House in Florida 

It's also an investment!! 

Minutes away from Walt Disney World 

Pay 1/3 of total price only 

Rest of payment can be paid 
through rental income 

Fully Furnished with a pool , 3 bed nns, 
Family & Living Rm, 2 Bathrooms 

Pay $50,000 Only 

For serious investors 

Next trip will be on Sept 15 th, 1996 

call us at 686263 or 695866 

Florida International Investments 

Orlando Amman Dubai Zurich 
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Games begin with world 
record and controversy 


ATLANTA (AFP) — The 
Atlanta Olympics started at 
a scorching pace Saturday 
with a world record, at 
Olympic champion disqual- 
ified and plenty of upset in 
the first few hoars. 

Poland’s Renata Mauer 
won the first gold medal of 
the 26th Olympiad, opened 
at a spectacular ceremony 
on Friday night. The 27- 
year-old Mauer came from 
behind in the final round of 
shooting to beat Germany’s 
Petra Horneber in the 
women’s air rifle competi- 
tion. 

But Belgium’s Fred 
Debnrghraeve grabbed the 
immediate attention, slicing 
35 hundredths of a second 
off the 100m breaststroke 
world . record, barely an 
hour into the first day of the 
sw imming. 

The European champion 
showed up for the heats 
with bis head shaved and 
clocked lmin 00.60sec, 
beating the 1:00.95 of Hun- 
garian Karoly Guttler in 


Sheffield, England, on 
August 3, 1993. 

“He wanted to break the 
world record in the morn- 
ing, just to say, ‘hey. I’m 
here,'” coach Ronald Gas- 
ten said. 

‘T think this evening I can 
go one or two tenths fester 
than this. In the evening, 
anything can happen,” said 
the 23-year-old. 

Reigning heavyweight 
judo champion David 
Khakhaleichvili was forced 
out of the competition 
before be could even step 
onto the mat. 

The 26-year-old Georgian 
was told the weigh-in 
would be at the stadium but 
when he arrived just after 
7:00 fl.m. he was told it was 
back in the athlete’s village. 

A frantic Khakhaleichvili 
rushed back but the weigh- 
in was all over by the time 
be arrived. “It is embarrass- 
ing but there is nothing we 
can do,” said an official at 
the stadium. 

The Georgian pleaded to 


be allowed to defend his 
Olympic title but tbe 
International Judo Federa- 
tion stood by a decision ro 
expel him. “We are sorry 
but tbe rules are rules. I had 
to take tbe decision," ' said 
federation president Park 
Young-Sun of Sooth Korea. 

It was a bitter blow for 
Khakhaleichvili who has 
pulled hims elf out of a 
slump since his Barcelona 
triumph by winning this 
year's European Champi- 
onships. Double wodd 
champion David Douillet 
of France should now face 
Japan's Naoya Ogawa in 
the final. 

Tbe other early upset 
came when Javier Amau 
slammed in a penalty cor- 
ner to propel Spain to a 1-0 
victory over defending 
champions Germany in the 
first match of the men's 
hockey. 


Agassi opens against Bjorkman 


ATLANTA (AFP) —Top 
seed Andre Agassi faces a 
tricky stan to his bid for 
the Olympic tennis gold 
next week, when he takes 
on Swedish doubles spe- 
cialist Jonas Bjorkman. 

Second seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia will 
not have an easy life either 
against South African 
Marcos ondru$ka, while 
third seed Thomas Enqvist 
meets Germany’s Marc 
Goellner. 

Despite a dismal season 
on the ATP Tour, in which 
he has made early exits 
from both Wimbledon and 
the French Open, Agassi is 
determined to live up to 
his country’s hopes for a 
tennis gold. 

“Being here is a great 
moment in my life mid I 
want to make it everything 
that it can be,” said the 
American. “And that 
means going out there and 
busting my ass to win it, 
that’s tbe bottom line.” 

Bjorkman, who has one 
wodd title and nine tour- 
nament victories in his 
doubles career, also 
reached the singles semifi- 
nals of the Rosmalen tour- 
nament just before Wim- 
bledon. 

If his poor run of form 



USA’s Andre Agassi returns a ball to compatriot Mali- 
vai Washington )d tiring a training session at the central 
court of Stone Mountain’s tennis venue (Reuters photo) 


comes to an end here, 
Agassi has a seeded quar- 
ter-final against wayne fer- 
reira — unless fee South 
African is upset by British 
number one Tim Henman, 
who opens against Japan’s 
Shuzo Matsuoka. 

Ivanisevic is due .for a 
quarter-final against 
Spaniard Alberto Costa, 
and a last-four encounter 
with MaliVai Washington, 
tbe losing Wimbledon 
finalist who can count on 
massive support from the 
Atlanta crowd. 

Defending Olympic 

champion Marc Rosset of 


Switzerland begins his 
campaign against Moroc- 
can Hicham Arazi. 

Tbe women’s draw of 64 
was kinder to top ranked 
Monica Seles, who meets 
Chinese unknown cben 11, 
while in the bottom half 
Conchita Martinez takes 
on swiss player Patty 
Schnyder. 

With Seles still dogged 
by a shoulder injury, there 
is no reason to rule out an 
all-Spanish final, with 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
due to meet Yugoslav-born 
Seles in the semis. 






Of Culture & Arts 
And 

The National Music Conservatory 

present an 


Evening of Grand Music 
and Fireworks 


180 Musicians 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

Conductor: Joseph Primavera 

With the Orchestra of the 
National Music Conservatory 
and Jordan Armed Forces Band 



Mond.n. 22 .Inly |'>% - K;;>lt p.m. - Smith I ticm rc 


Tickets available at: 

• Artisana, teL 647858 

• AlflhEa Abela Superstore, teL 688481 

• Alisar Flowers, teL 827695 

• Babiche, teL 661322 

• Caffe Moka, teL 856285 


I kkcl Price: .11) 


• Characters, tel. 079-27106 

• Music Box, teL 815745 

• Freddy for Music, teL 692696 

• Romero, teL 644227 

• National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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An Israeli mounted policeman uses his horse to push ultra-orthodox Jews off Bar Dan Street, a main Jerusalem 
artery that runs through a religious neighbourhood Saturday (Reuters photo) 

Ultra-orthodox Jews clash with police 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
CAP) — Thousands of ultra- 
orthodox Jewish demonstra- 
tors clasbed with police 
Saturday in what was seen 
as an increasingly violent 
conflict over the future 
character of Jerusalem. 

The black-clad demon- 
strators threw stones at 
police and passing cars. 
City police chief Aiieh Amit 
said be too was pelted with 
stones. 

Police fired water-can- 
non, and mounted police 
pushed the demonstrators 
back as they tried, time and 
again, to block a main high- 
way to traffic. 

The ultra-orthodox are 
campaigning to have -Bar 
Ban Street closed to traffic 
on the Jewish Sabbath. The 
arterial road passes through 
an ultra-orthodox neigh- 
bourhood but also serves 


thousands of secular resi- 
dents in adjacent districts., 
as well as a major city hos- 
pital. 

Secular groups, led by the 
left-wing Meretz Party, held 
a counter-demonstration, 
though in smaller numbers, 
about 200 yards from the 
ul unorthodox. Police, kept 
the two groups apart 

“If they close this road 
they'll start closing other 
roads, and the pubs and the 
cafes and the discos,” said 
Gal Cohen, who wore a 
Meretz sticker on his shirt 

“You don’t have the right 
to come here on the Sabbath 
and disturb my rest” shout- 
ed one of the ultra-ortho- 
dox. 

Legislator Rabbi Shlomo 
Ben-Izri, of the ultra-ortho- 
dox Shas Party, told the 
Associated Press “if they 
(tire secular groups) want a 


war they can have a war.” 

. The religious demonstra- 
tors heaped abuse on the 
police. “You call yourself a 
Jew. You’re a Nazi,” one of 
them shouted. 

Mr. Amit said he was used 
to this. “If I were not called 
a Nazi several times on 
Saturday I wouldn’t know 
what day of the week it 
was,” he quipped. 

Three of the ultra-ortho- 
dox were arrested for throw- 
ing stones, the police said. 

In the recent elections the 
religious parties won an 
unprecedented 24 of the 120 
seats in parliament and are 
seen as holding the balance 
of power. All four religious 
parlies are in the new gov- 
ernment coalition. 

Religious party leaders 
deny that they intend to 
close other main highways 
in north Jerusalem, but one 


of the more militan t 
Jerusalem ultra-orthodox 
leaders Yehuda Meshi- 
Zahav, openly admits that 
this is the plan. “We are pre- 
pared to close even the 
entrance to town.” he told 
Israel Television's Channel 
1. “We are not scared." 

frit Shoshani, 25, who 
grew up in Jerusalem hot is 
now a student at Tel Aviv 
University, told the AP: ‘1 
left this city because it no 
longer suits our lifestyle. It 
is important that Jerusalem 
should not turn into oils big 
religious neighbourhood." 

Between five and six hun- 
dred police were present at 
the demonstration, 

spokesman Shmuel Ben- 
Ruby said. 

The ultra-orthodox 

demonstrators numbered 
about 5.000 and the secular 
demonstrators about 1.000. 


^Despite uncertainties, Jordan 
optimistic about peace process’ 


By Emile $. Siman 

■USIA 

WASHINGTON 
Jordan’s envoy to the 
United States' expressed 
optimism that. the Middle 
East peace process will 
pull through in the wake of 
die election of Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his Likud- 
led alliance, saying, “the 
door is still open," and 
. “what we need is a more 
intensified dialogue" 
between the parties. 

The ambassador, Fayez 
Tarawneh, was speaking to 
a group of foreign journal- 
ists at a briefing sponsored 
by the Washington-based 
Foreign Correspondents 
Association July 18. He 
responded to a number of 
questions dealing mainly 
with Israeli-Arab relations 
and the peace process. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that 
Jordan is “affected by 
ambiguities and uncertain- 
ty,” especially those relat- 
ing to the Palestinian issue, 
a reference to the Israeli 


prime minister’s positions 
on several Palestinian- 
Israeli questions, despite 
his avowed adherence to 
all agreements concluded 
between his predecessor 
and the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

The ambassador said, 
nonetheless, that the "divi- 
dends and fruits of peace" 
will contribute to “the 
improvement in the quality 
of life of the Jordanians." 

He also hailed the recent 
Arab summit, saying that 
for the first time “there is 
an Arab declaration that 
peace is a strategic option” 
and called it a “message of 
peace" and a “real devel- 
opment" ' He emphasised 
that U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 
remain terms of reference 
for a future peace settle- 
ment but noted that securi- 
ty is an underpinning of 
that peace based on return 
of land. 

There are three “pillars,” 
he maintained, and these 
are peace, land and securi- 


ty. and their order is sub- 
ject to negotiations, If 
there is to be peace with 
security, then land should 
be a basic ingredient. 
Invoking a precept of the 
United Nations Charter, 
Dr. Tarawneh said territory 
cannot be acquired by war 
or force. 

. The ambassador 

expressed optimism 
because there is “a com- 
mitment to the (peace) 
process and. all the 
achievements of this 
process," adding that the 
final status issues will be 
based on Resolution 242. 
He also downplayed Mr. 
Netanyahu’s recent pre- 
conditions regarding the 
Golan Heights and 
Jerusalem saying, the 
“door should not be 
closed" based on Mr. 
Netanyahu's recent posi- 
tions, since, he opined, 
“we are not sure” whether 
they are “the maximalist or 
final positions" of the 
Israeli government. 


Palestinian convicted 
in U.S. for hijacking 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
federal jury on Friday convict- 
ed a memb er of the radical 
Palestinian group Abu Nidal 
in connection with the 1985 
hijacking of an Egyptair flight 
that left 59 people dead Omar 
Mohammad Ali Rezaq was 
found-guilty on one count of 
air piracy,' U.S. attorney Eric 
Holder said, and could up to 
life in federal prison. 

Ml Rezaq’s lawyers 
claimed their defendant, then 
a member of the Abu Nidal 
organisation, was suffering 
from, post traumatic stress dis- 
order and was insane when be 
hijacked Egyptair Flight 648 


from Athens to Cairo, divert- 
ing the plane to Malta. The 
defence claimed Mr. Rezaq 
could not be held accountable 
for his conduct because of his 
mental state. 

But the jury handed down a 
guilty verdict Friday for Mr 
■ Rezaq, who shot five passen- 
gers during the hijacking. 

An Israeli and a U.S. citizen 
died from the gunshot 
wounds. Another 57 people 
died when Egyptian comman- 
dos stormed the plane in 
Malta. Mr. Rezaq escaped 
from the plane but was later 
caputured by Maltese authori- 
ties. 
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Jefu^Iem’s imity does not mean Israeti' control 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian foreign Minister Amr Moussa 
said preserving the unity of Jerusalem does not mean the entire 
Holy City belongs to Jerusalem, the press reported on 
Saturday. Mr, Musa, quoted by the daily A1 Ahrara A1 Misai, 
said “die question of Jerusalem must be clarified on certain 
points” after talks Thursday between President Hosni Mubarak 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. At the meet- 
ing, Mr. Mubarak backed the unity of the Holy Gty, saying 
Arabs did not seek “to divide the city or put a wall in it”. 
Preserving Jerusalem’s unity “is a completely different matter 
from the decision to annex the city.” Mr. Musa said, referring 
to Israel’s 1967 annexation of Arab East Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem's unity “is guaranteed by the United Nations. The 
Arab countries have supported its unity since the 1950s,” Mr. 
Musa said. But the occupied eastern sector is “governed by 
UN. Resolution 242, which forms one of the bases of the peace 
process” and calls for an Israeli withdrawal from lands occu- 
pied in 1967. Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem has “never 
been accepted by any state because it is an illegitimate deci- 
sion,” be said. 

Bomb in Algerian cafe kills five 

PARIS (R) — Five people died and 30 were wounded when a 
bomb exploded in a cafe in Algeria on Saturday, the official 
Algerian news agency APS said. Five of the wounded were 
seriously hurt by the blast in the the Cafe du Sport in Kolea, 
about 30 kilometres west of the capital Algiers, it said. APS 
quoted a statement from Algerian security services. On 
Thursday, the Algerian newspaper A1 Watan reported dial a 
bomb on Wednesday in a cafe in the central Algerian garrison 
town of Blida. considered a stronghold of Muslim guerrillas, 
killed 'at least 10 people. Scores of people have been killed in 
bomb attacks since political violence erupted in early 1992 
when authorities cancelled a . general election that the Islamic 
Salvation Front iFIS) was set to .won. 

Iran offers to exchange remains of 400 Iraqis 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has offered to exchange the remains 
of 400 Iraqi soldiers with those of Iranians .killed during the two 
countries' 1980-1988 war, newspapers reported Saturday. An 
Iranian array officer, whose identity was not revealed, told the 
papers that Iran was ready to hand over the bodies by August 
13. In June, Iran exchanged the remains of 200 Iraqi soldiers 
with those of 144 of its own at the border region of 
Shalamcheh. Tehran asked Baghdad earlier tins year to cooper- 
ate in the search for the bodies. The remains of around 25,000 
soldiers have been discovered since the end of war in August 
1988. The authorities said in January, dial they had found toe 
remains of a ‘‘large number” of Iraqi soldiers on Iranian soil 
The conflict left around 300,000 Iranians dead, 500,000 
wounded and 380,000 disabled. 

Iran condoles France for TWA crash, but not U.S. 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran has expressed “heartfelt sorrow" over 
the TWA air disaster, the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency said. It quoted foreign ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Mohammadi as saying Friday that Iran sympa- 
thised with the “bereaved families” who lost loved ones when 
the Paris-bound flight 800 exploded Wednesday shortly after 
takeoff from New York. Mr. Mohammadi said that “since many 
of those who lost their lives were French, tire ministry also 
expressed its condolences to foe French government and 
nation.” However, he did not extend condolences to the US. 
government, even though most of the 230 people who were 
aboard the ill-fated flight were Americans. 


Netanyahu requires unified Arab stand — scholar 


By Gbalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Arabs should 
adopt a coordinated and clear 
stand towards the Likud-led 
government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu because the Israeli 
government coalition that 
groups the Likud with the 
ultra rightist religious parties 
will not collapse without such 
a stand, Azmi Bshara, Arab 
member of the Israeli Knesset 
and professor of philosophy 
at Birzeit University said 
Saturday. 

Dr. Bshara, who represents 
the Israeli Hadash. commu- 
nist party in foe Knesset, was 
speaking during a lecture at 
the University of Jordan’s 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
on the May 29 Israeli elec- 
tions that brought foe Likud 
back to power in Israel 

He said the Arab parties to 
the peace process should for- 
mulate a common strategy to 
counter that of the new Israeli 
government, which is adopt- 
ing new concepts different 
from those followed by the 
previous Labour-led govern- 
ment 

Dr. Bstjara said foe new 


Israeli leadership belonged to 
foe hardline Yitffiak Shamir 
faction in foe Likud party that 
in 1979 abstained from voting 
for the Camp David accords 
which then proposed full 
autonomy for foe 
Palestinians. 

Dr. Bshara said there was 
an Arab attempt to look 
beyond what Prime Minister 
Netanyahu is saying for clues 
on his intentions. 

“We (Arabs) have a lot of 
different perceptions on the 
new Israeli government,” he 
said. ‘Even the Arab media 
are unable to decipher 
Netanyahu's intentions on 
peace although he made them 
clear.” 

He said that Mr. 
Netanyahu's government is 
capable of only making more 
gestures than the Labour-led 
government but will not offer 
concessions on the other sub- 
stantial issues such as 
Jerusalem, foe refugees, set- 
tlements and final status 
negotiations. 

“Netanyahu will redeploy 
troops in Hebron, will meet 
with Palestine National 
Authority Leider .Yasser 
Arafat, and the Orient House 


will remain open.” Dr. Bshara 
added. 

But these moves would 
only gain foe hardline gov- 
ernment favour with interna- 
tional local and even 
Palestinian public opinions 
without allowing for progress 
on (he core issues stalling the 
peace talks. Dr. Bshara said. 

Dl Bshara noted that dur- 
ing Ml Netanyahu’s visit to 
the United States this month, 
he announced that his govern- 
ment intended to expand the 
settlements in foe West Bank 
by adding 400,000 new set- 
tlers in the coming four years. 

. Dr. Bshara said that unlike 
the previous Labour-led gov- 
ernment, which did not 
oppose the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian 
state, the Likud leadership is 
completely opposed to recog- 
nising foe Ptdestinians' right 
to establish their state. 

The Likud government will 
also not be compromising on 
the Syrian track of foe peace 
talks, adopting foe same hard- 
line stands it is following on 
the Palestinian one, he said. 

Dr. Bshara said that the 
Likud government, while 
engaging foe Syrians, will not 


relinquish sovereignty on the 
Golan Heights. 

“Any compromise on foe 
Golan will lead to foe col- 
lapse of the Israeli govern- 
ment coalition,” he said. 

He said that Mr. Netanyahu 
builds his strategy towards 
Syria on the notion that 
Damascus was not very much 
concerned about regaining 
the Golan. 

“The objectives (of Syrian 
and Israel ) now is not to reach 
a peaceful settlement,” he 
said. 

What worries die Israelis is 
not foe Syrian front, which 
has been very calm since the 
1973 war, he said. Rather, foe 
Israelis want peace on their 
northern borders with 
Lebanon, where Syria is the 
major power broker. 

He added that he believed 
the new Israeli government 
would want to reach a deal 
with Syria under which Israel 
withdraws from South 
Lebanon while Syria guaran- 
tees no attacks on north Israel 
generating from Lebanon. 

He said that Israel has no 
territorial ambitions in 
Lebanon. 


UNICEF 
trying for 
Olympics 
truce in 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
United Na tions Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) said ‘ 60" 
Saturday it was negotiating 
with waning factions in 
Afghanistan to agree a truce 
dining the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. 

The mice could also help a 
five-day second phase of a 
UN.-sponsored mass immu- 
nisation . campaign in 

madp available m Islamabad 
said. Afghan factions had 
observed a ceasefire during 
the first phase of the immuni- 
sation campaign from June 
16 to 20. 

“A further cessation of hos- 
tiliti es is being negotiated by 
UNICEF with the major fac- 
tions in Afghanistan for foe 
duration of foe- Olympics,” 
the UNICEF statement said. 

“This will allow greater 
access to health facilities for 
children and women during 
foe immunis ation campaign 
as well as supporting foe ideal 
of peace at the time of foe 
Olympic Games." 

It said three million chil- 
dren and l.i million women 
of child-bearing age were 
expected to be vaccinated in 
the secon d phase that the 
UNICEF and foe World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
would cany out from July 21 
to 25 in cooperation with the 
Afghan ministry of public 
health and non-governmental 
organisations. 

“In this round, children will 
be vaccinated against polio, 
measles and DPT (diphtheria, 
pertussis — whooping cough 
— and tetanus) and women 
against tetanus. Vi tamin A 
will also be administered to 
children." 


Mediator, Hizbollah announce final prisoner swap deal 


BEIRUT (AP) — A German 
mediator and Hizbollah's 
leader said Saturday they have 
reached a final agreement for 
swapping the bodies of two 
Israeli soldiers for scores of 
Shiite Muslim prisoners and 
guerrilla remains held by 
Israel. 

Bemd Schmidbauer. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
intelligence adviser, 

announced in Damascus that 
the exchange will take place 
Sunday. 

In Lebanon. Hizbollah's 
leader. Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah. said foe Iranian- 
backed fundamentalist group 
has endorsed foe German-bro- 
kered deal. 

Sheikh Nasrallah made the 
announcement on Hizbollah's 
A1 Manor Television and A1 
Noor Radio shortly after 
returning from Damascus. 

“We will execute this agree- 
ment tomorrow, Sunday,” be 
said, noting that the 
International Committee of foe 


Red Cross will supervise the 
. exchange. 

Sheikh Nasrallah hailed foe 
deal as “an advanced step on 
the road to resolving the issue” 
of Lebanese held by Israel! 

“The agreement provides for 
foe handover of all foe bodies 
and remains of (Shiite) prison- 
ers. It also provides for the 
release of a specific number of 
prisoners from Khiara Jail” be 
said. 

Sheikh Nasrallah noted that 
priority will be given to 
women and wounded and sick 
men held at the detention 
camp in Israel’s self-pro- 
claimed "security zone” in the 
south. 

He said the Geiman media- 
tion was supported by Iran and 
Syria. 

Iran is Hizbollah's mentor 
and bankroller. Syria, the main 
power in Lebanon with 40,000 
troops deployed, is an ally of 
Iran. 

Sheikh Nasrallah and Mr. 
Schmidbauer declined to say - 



Hizbollah Secretary General Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah is guarded by a guerrilla as he 
speaks in a ceremony of late Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini in Beirut last month 
in this Reuters file photo 


how many prisoners and guer- 
rilla remains would be sent 
back. But Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fads Bweiz said this 
week (hat 135 Lebanese will 


be freed. 

Hizbollah has mentioned 
100 guerrillas killed in fight- 
ing with Israeli troops in South 
Lebanon over the past 10 


years. 

The Sunday deadline was 
set by Mr. Schmidbauer after a 
meeting in Beirut Friday with 
Interior Minister Michel Mott. 



Atlanta to clamp 
down on 
prostitutes 

ATLANTA (R) — Atlan- 
ta's police chief Thursday 
promised to clamp down 
on prostitutes tempted to 
ply their trade at the cente- 
nary Olympics. “Where it 
pops up, we will deal with 
it aggressively," said Be- 
verly Harvard, the first 
black woman to be made 
chief of police in a major 
U.S. city. "Our big problem 
is not escort services- but 
streetwalkers,” she said as 
Atlanta welcomed two mil- 
lion visitors for the world’s 
largest sporting event As 
one of (be south’s leading 
convention centres, Atlanta 
is well used to dealing with 
an influx of visitors and the 
inevitable attentions they 
.might receive from the 
world’s oldest profession. 
But Chief Harvard said 
there were no signs as yet 
of a major influx of prosti- 
tutes into Atlanta for the 
games. “We have not to my 
knowledge made any ar- 
rests of out of town prosti- 
tutes. We are basically 
dealing with the same peo- 
ple that are already here,” 
she said in an interview. 

‘Adam and Eve’ 
strip causes 
cathedral 
confusion 

COLOGNE, Germany (R) 
— An exhibitionist couple 
entered' Cologne’s famous 
cathedral Friday, walked 
up to the altar and peeled 
off their clothes to reveal 
nothing more than a pair of 
“Adam and Eve”-styie 
plant leaves covering their 
shame. Police said a group 
of photographers had ac- 
companied the couple and 
caught their antics on cam- 
era before cathedral offi- 
cials asked them to leave. 
A small scuffle then broke 
out and one of the photog- 
raphers released 10 white 
mice, police said. The cou- 
ple left unobserved during 
the confusion. 

Elephant pulls 
through tusk 
operation 

KIEV (R) — A seven- 
tonne elephant called Boy, 
famous in Ukraine for his 
long search for a mate, is 
back munching apples after 
pulling through a tricky 
tusk operation. The tem- 
peramental 26-year-old 
broke his tusk a year ago in 
a fit of pique and it re- 
quired an international 
fiindraising event to 
scratch together the 
$30,000 for the operation 
at Kiev Zoo. “We achieved 
more than we wanted to 
achieve. We treated both 
tusks, and both were very 
infected,” said elephant 
dentist Peter Kertesz, a 
British veterinarian. 
“Hopefully the anim al is 
perfectly healthy now, and 
.after a period of time for 
healing he will have a 
happy, healthy life.” The 
Indian elephant drew ap- 
plause from a 10-member 
international medical tpam 
as he rose groggily to his 
knees and then to his feet 
after the four-hour singery. 
Medical experts filled the 
infected tusk much as a 
dentist would a tooth, and 
removed the other, dam- 
aged earlier. 

Horses in Pisa 
made to wear 
‘nappies' 

PISA, Italy (AFP) — 
Coach-horses p ullin g tou- 
rists round the Tuscan town 
of Pisa will have to wear 
“nappies” so as to avoid 
soiling the streets, town 
environmental officials an- 
nounced Friday. Similar 
paper diapers, which arc 
thrown away in special 
receptacles around the 
Leaning Tower and the 
cathedral, have already 
been forced on foe town's 
dogs. 
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